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Don't Be a Quitter
By D. I. Vanderpool
n o t a w a y therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after
ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet
a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry”
(Heb. 1 0 :3 5 -3 7 ).
The events of life m ay have poured for you a bitter portion to
drink— heartbreaks, losses, unreached goals, lonely hours, undeserved
criticism, and apparent failures. D on’t bow your head and groan
with self-pity. Millions have drunk from the same cup. and today
with head up and steady step they march toward the country with
a cloudless sky and the city where the sun never sets. D on’t be a
Demas. D on’t be a quitter!
Unwavering confidence in Christ and His promises will give
courage and enable you to smile through your tears. The real test
in our lives comes not in doing the will of God, but rather in the
delay following our doing the will of God. Satan has a field day
while we wait for the unfulfilled promise. W h y the delay? W ho is
to blam e? Did I make the wrong decision? W hat shall I try next?
The simple answer to the problem is, W e have need of patience,
that, after we have done the will of God, we might receive the
promise.
Daniel’s prayer was answered after 21 days of earnest seeking.
He ate no pleasant bread during that time. H e did not quit or look
for another field of service. He dared to trust God and wait. In
due time the answer came. Daniel arose from his knees and stood
on his feet when the angel of God touched him. (A new touch
from God can put a man on his feet.) Daniel was assured that God
heard his prayer the first day he prayed. Evil forces try to thwart
the plan of God. Stand up; be a fighter! D on’t be a quitter!
Y es, I know the revival did not turn out too well. Everybody
seemed so busy. Som e of the members do not have a proper respect
for the L ord’s Day. The Sunday school attendance is down. Some
of our fellows are out of work. The church finances are not too
good.
W ait a minute! God is interested in this whole business of
building His Church. A s a minister, you and God have a mutual
task, just as God and Joshua had in bringing the children of Israel
into Canaan. A discouraged people, a swollen river, and a walled
city! Joshua had a call to answer— God had a promise to keep.
A s a minister you have a call to answer and God has a promise
to keep. Y o u furnish the daring as Joshua did, and God will furnish
ast
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( Continued on page 4)
♦General superintendent emeritus, Cupertino, Calif.
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Commercialism, Communism, and Creches
r e s o l u t e l y c h o s e to e x u l t in the preaching of Christ
even when he knew it was sometimes done to deepen his peril, we
can with equal reason rejoice that even commercialism becomes the
preacher of Bethlehem’s story. Millions of dollars are spent just
in making people Christmas-conscious. (W hat if the Church had to
do it single-handedly!) And this is so all over the world, in Tokyo
as well as in San Francisco. True, there is a shameful amount of
paganism, lakes of alcohol consumed, the Santa Claus ballyhoo, and
many of the advertising motifs and popular Christmas ditties breathe
of fairies and fables instead of Christ. Y e t always also there are the
shepherds and the wise men, plus the constant singing of the old
carols, many of them pure gospel in every verse. There is plenty to
make little children ask questions, and keep the grown-up world
from quite forgetting— even if they would.
The motive m ay not be Christian, but the effects m ay be. A s
an aid in teaching English, one high school teacher in Japan taught
all the standard Christmas hymns and carols, and the students were
delighted to sing them to visitors. It was profoundly moving to
hear Buddhist youth sing “ O Little Town of Bethlehem .” M aybe it
was to learn English, but they were getting gospel.
Then there are the creche displays, not only in W estern nations,
but in unlikely recesses and corners. None was more remarkable
than the display in Communist Prague last Christmas which drew
100,000 visitors, not only to see, but to pay to see. Perhaps the
amazing mechanical intricacy of the 487 moving figures in the oneand-one-half-ton display was partially the appeal. But these Com 
munists saw the Christ-story enacted before their eyes— from the
Bethlehem birth to death on the Cross. One of thousands doubtless
was the little girl who, as Christmas carols were played from a tape,
looked up and asked the inevitable question, “ Daddy, who is Jesus?”
No, the world can’t keep Christmas out. A n d where Christmas
is, Christ is too, bidding quietly but powerfully for the souls of
men. It is the wistful season. Let not the preacher ignore it— or
worse, belittle it— but use it to draw himself and his people into the
real presence of Christ.
f P au l
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Bethlehem's Promise of Peace
E very Christmas is a fresh call for Christians to return to first
principles. A t no point is this more true than on the thorny subject
of peace. W h y has not the promised “peace on earth” become a
reality?
Because peace cannot exist piecemeal. W e cannot have war in
one dimension of life and peace in another, and we cannot have peace
among unless it exists within. W hen the inner man is at war, the
outer m an will be also. M ental health is elusive as long as the
conscience is bound and gagged. Tranquilizers m ay induce sound
sleep, but this is not peace.
M an simply must learn that inner peace relates first, last, and
always to God. Discord both within and without is the direct con
sequence of rupture with God. Until the vertical schism is healed,
the horizontal strife cannot cease.
W e have forgotten that the Bethlehem Babe was the Harbinger
of “peace on earth” only because H e was a “ Saviour, which is
Christ the L ord.” Unless H e is allowed to become both Savior and
Lord, H e cannot be to us the Prince of Peace.
Significant is the phrasing of Zacharias, who ascribed to Jesus
the role of directing our feet into “ the way of peace” (Luke 1 :7 9 ).
It is the path of repentance, of serving, the path always to and
from the Cross. A n d there is no other way. W hen will we learn this
and give up once for all the alluring illusion that somehow peace
can be negotiated by the forums and treaties of men, or won by
their armies?
Peace cannot be coerced. It cannot be bought. It cannot be
gift-wrapped as a Christmas present. It cannot be transmitted from
one to the other, except the one be the One who said, “ Peace I
leave with you, m y peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you” (John 1 4 :2 7 ). And this He said to disciples
who were willing to take “ the w ay.”
The kind of peace heralded that first Christmas was not peace
at any cost. It was peace at great cost, but not any cost. Later this
H oly Child Jesus, now become the M an of Galilee, pronounced a
blessing on the peacemakers, but H e did not mean peacemakers with
evil. Capitulating to the devil is not the way of peace. Jesus never
compromised with sin, and announced frankly: “ Think not that I
am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a
sword” (Matt. 1 0 :3 4 ). Jesus did not come to achieve peace by dis
solving moral distinctions, or by signing a truce between the powers
of evil and the forces of righteousness.
Paul pinpointed the relationship between peace and righteous
ness: The kingdom of God consists of “ righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the H oly Ghost” (Rom . 1 4 :1 1 ). Peace follows righteousness,
December, 1970
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never precedes it, and never exists apart from it. A n d it is “ in the
Holy Ghost.” It can be found only in the spiritual dimension of
reality, and known only by those who know Christ in the Spirit.
This means two things which are relevant to our times. One is
that the birth of Christ marked the advent of a Kingdom not of this
world, composed solely, in its earthly beachhead, of transformed men
who would understand that their Kingdom could not be extended
by earthly weapons. Their weapons would be heavenly— but “ mighty
through God to the pulling down of strongholds” (II Cor. 1 0 :4 ).
They are love, justice, prayer, faith, and the W ord, wielded in the
Spirit. W hen Christians scorn these weapons as being feeble and
impractical, and rely on carnal weapons, they fail Christ and prove
themselves unbelievers at heart.
Unregenerate society must rely on education, the ballot box,
the law, and in some cases even the sword. These are the best
society has as devices for harmonizing human relations. A n d the
Christian is involved on this level too, inescapably so. But he must
guard against pinning his hopes on this level, or becoming so in
volved that he fails to use his own weapons.
A n d let it not seem too strange to talk about weapons and
peace together, for one of the elementary principles which belong to
peace is that Christ gives peace because H e has won a war. But in
the mopping-up operations we share in the conquest. Every won soul
is a won battle— and the circle of peace is enlarged.
The second application to our times is that the kingdom of God
will not be extended b y the Christian becoming unnecessarily em
broiled in the senseless strife of men. H e must side with right
against wrong. But he should avoid being sucked into the maelstrom
of emotional hysteria which confuses right with wrong, and is swept
along by fears, hates, and prejudices under the guise of standing for
principle. It is diabolical for a professed Christian to be a fomenter
of strife, whether between nations, neighbors, or races. No matter
how stormy the seas of society, the Christian should be an island
of loving calm— not compromise, but calm. Let him in deed and
in truth be a peacemaker rather than an inflamer. L et him bear this
character in his school, in his office, in his factory, in his block.
Then there will be some recognizable kinship between the Christ of
Bethlehem and those who profess His name.

Don't Be a Quitter

(Continued from page 1)

the miracles as H e did in that day. Together God and Joshua
performed the apparent impossibility. The discouraged people were
inspired. The swollen river was crossed. The high walls of the city
went down at the first blast of the rams’ horns and the shout of
God’s people.
God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. D on’t cast away
your confidence. D on’ t be a quitter!
4
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Preaching with power
is more than a technique

Preaching as Spiritual Reality
By Wilbur W. Brannon*

T P h e

g r e a t e s t

t a s k

of the preacher

is to maintain a high level of
sensitivity to the presence of divine
reality within the church. The decay
of spiritual life is the result of in
sensitivity to spiritual reality. The
spiritually real m ay be present with
out the Church being alert enough
to apprehend it.
M an is brought into personal en
counter with God in the event and
the occasion of the sermon. It is
not simply proclaiming the incredible
good news of forgiveness. It is an oc
casion w h e r e something happens.
God becomes real and His forgiving
love is communicated. W e must not
only define love and forgiveness in
our preaching.
W e must forgive
and love! The discovery of spiritual
reality will not be possible for our
people unless we have a right rela
tionship with God, ourselves, and
others. The sermon must be more
than a human production, a religious
lesson, or an ethical speech. A s W il
liam B. Oglesby, Jr., says, it must be
the “ incarnation of love.”
P. T. Forsyth affirms, “ The great,
the fundamental, sacrament is the
sacrament of the W o rd .” If this be
true— and I am inclined to agree— as
Nazarene preachers, we have no more
important task in the world than at
*Pastor, Central Church, Orlando, Fla.
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the moment when we stand in the
pulpit and allow the creative energy
of the Spirit to act upon the total
personality of each hearer. This spir
itual contact that God makes through
the preaching of His W ord has a
w ay of drawing man into the realm
of the holy and at the same time
creating a desire for the holy. The
positive gospel is the revelation of
G od’s love issuing from His holiness.
G od’s attitude toward sin and the
sinner becomes clear.
H e reacts
against sin’s corruption, but He re
sponds to the sinner’s need of re
demption.
If the sermon is to be a dynamic
event in which G od’s forgiveness be
comes personally real, the preacher
must immerse himself in the Bible.
For in the sermon the W ord of God
must be communicated. The W ord is
not merely a statement; it is a deed.
The story of God’s great acts of
creation, redemption, and preserva
tion is the story of the Bible. It is
the story of events. God is acting.
The preacher is to witness to these
acts as he confirms God’s faithfulness
in his personal experiences of living.
Don M iller states in his book Fire
in Thy M outh, “ Preaching is the act
through which these saving events
are re-enacted in the experience of
the church pew. A sermon, therefore,
is not primarily something said, but

something done.” Only the man him
self is the sermon. That is the reason
no man can convincingly write or
preach someone else’s sermon.
Salvation is man’s response to
what God has done. M an is not
saved by some analytical knowledge
of God and His processes or of man
and his processes. He is saved by
grace, a divine act. If we use the
pulpit to vent our passions which re
semble the eruption of volcanic an
ger, what chance have we to reveal
G od’s love? Dr. Oglesby asks, How
many times has the pulpit been used
to explode our hostilities on our
people? It m ay be that we have not
been treated so well. But does that
excuse us from telling them off on
Sunday, and cloaking our message in
some acid-cutting scripture that will
take the hide off our members, and
claiming that if they answer back
they are defying God and are on the
road to hell? There is no redemption
in that!
Love is sharp at times, but it is
always directed toward life, never
toward death. “ Love knows no end
to its endurance.” And if our people
are to know this about God, they
must know this about their pastor.
If the event of the preacher’s
sermon is to be a spiritual reality in
the lives of his people, he must know
well who they are and where they
are. H. H. Farmer, in The Servant
of the Lord, says, “ The preacher
whose sermon wrestles with the fun
damental struggles of life will find
his people will sense in him a man
who can understand their struggle,
who will not make light of their fail
ures, but be patient in walking with
them through the valley of the shad
ow of death.” In this way, the sermon
can be the occasion of spiritual re
newal in the church.
The idea of revival in the church
cannot be separated from its primary
6

source in the life of God. The holi
ness of God has often been visualized
as only blazing-white purity. But it
is also absolute moral and personal
energy. Our God of fire is like the
sun in the heavens, providing the
source of all vital force for the Chris
tian and the church. This is the good
news that rescues and redeems us
from a progression toward decay.
For the Bible to become the living
W ord, more than a scholarly under
standing of the Scriptures is neces
sary. The preacher must base his
message on the results of personal
experiments in applying the W ord to
his life. The Bible is not to be merely
a Quarry for sermon material. It is
the interior Sanctuary from which
we m ay come and speak with au
thority. W e are not to preach our ex
perience, but the Christ who comes
into our experience.
W e must not allow the Bible to fall
into disuse among our laity. This has
been the mistake of Catholic prac
tice. If we follow their procedure, it
is only a step farther to the Catholic
idea of the Church in which the
sacrament displaces the W ord, rather
than the W ord remaining a sacra
ment. The prophet is killed that the
priest m ay be enthroned.
Our preaching of the Bible must
not ignore m en’s ignorance of the
W ord. Y e t we should so speak that
a new interest in it will be kindled.
The Church lives by the W ord, not
by the p r e a c h e r s . Therefore its
preachers are duty-bound to com
municate the W ord with the au
thority of the Divine Person. That is
the authority of the pulpit.
Everything in the sermon should
point toward an inter-penetration of
the H oly Spirit with the human spirit.
For out of this union is the birth of
the “ new creation.” Every sermon
should have this much of an evan
gelistic purpose a n d sacramental
The Nazarene Preacher

value for the benefit of the individual
who listens. However, unless t h e
preacher engages in searching, pas
toral, theological, priestly prayer, his
sermons will be devoid of any re
demptive benefit.
His prayer life
must be more than a devotional ca
tharsis in the morning and a con
science “ N IT O L ” at night. It must
be an ingredient of his day’s work.
This alone will save us from becom
ing familiar with holy things, which
has been the cause of so many artic
ulate and successful ministers for
saking their calling.
D. Elton Trueblood, in agreement
with the N ew Testament, has used a
military metaphor to describe t h e
ministry. He says that the real op
position to the Church is encoun
tered by the Christian on the front
lines. “ The front lines of the Chris
tian cause are in factories, schools,
legislatures and hom es.”
Here is
where t h e fiercest struggle takes
place, for this is the place where the
witness for Christ takes place— not
“ in church.”
It is obvious that the Christian is
in the minority. For that reason, he
needs courage to meet ridicule, and
wisdom to give the right witness. If
the Christian is to keep his strength
on the front lines, it is necessary for
him to withdraw periodically behind
the lines for times of renewal. Other
wise, the danger of being overtaken
b y the advantage of an aggressive
enemy or breaking down as the result
of battle fatigue is always imminent.
“ His greatest support, intellectually
and m orally,” states Trueblood, “ must
come from those operating chiefly in
rear areas, who exist in order to
strengthen the ones on the front
lines.”
These are the pastors and teachers,
whose primary purpose is to assist
others in their ministry of witnessing.
The good pastor, then, is really an
December, 1970

“ assistant in the ministry.” That is
the import of Eph. 4 :1 2 , which says
that our gifts are “ for the equipment
of the saints, for the work of min
istry, for building up the body of
Christ” ( R S V ) .
The success of a pastor is not to be
measured by his talent for attracting
large audiences or handling large
budgets. W e would never discount
these, but a pastor is truly suc
cessful when the people of his con
gregation become effective witnesses
in their daily lives in the world.
Thus, church renewal— or revival,
if you will— is dependent on how well
we fulfill our calling and respond to
His W ord: “ Preach the word . . .
make full proof of thy ministry.” The
proof of our ministry will be in the
life of our churches.
Let us make the sermon an event
wherein the grace of divine for
giveness becomes personally real and
as a consequence surging spiritual life
will seek outlets of sanctified ex
pression. M ay God help us, in spite
of our failures, to generate a quality
of spirit and an adequacy of power in
our people which will demonstrate to
the world that God still lives and
gives life— eternal life— to all who
will believe.

Christmas is m ore
Than earth’s glitter and gold,
Its m eaning m ore glorious
Than carols have told.
Christmas is m ore
Than fon d greeting and fun.
It’s G od’s w ay o f saying,
“ I love you, each on e!”
From Fullerton Fellowshipper
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An art within reach
of all who care

Make Your Bible Reading Live
By Gordon Chilvers*

chapter five,
and made each sentence be
come pregnant with new meaning.
The Bible became alive.”
These
words described Dr. M ander’s public
reading of the Bible when he first
preached at Heath-Street B a p t i s t
Church, Hamstead.

T

T e read

R e v e l a t io n ,

Can this glowing testimony be
given to our public reading from the
Bible? Seldom. That is not because
we do not reckon the reading of the
Bible to be important. A s Protes
tants, we give a central place in our
public worship to the Bible. In the
coronation service in England the
sovereign is presented with a Bible.
He is told it is “ the most valuable
thing that this world affords. Here is
wisdom; this is the royal Law. These
are the lively oracles of G od.”
W e have an incentive to good read
ing as we recall that the Bible is a
real power that can vitally affect
us and all who hear our reading from
it.
Although we know the value of
scripture, much of our public reading
from it is ineffective. W h y should
this be? Reckoning the Bible to be
important in our services does not re♦Norwich, England.

move the special difficulties we face
as we read the Bible publicly today.
A s a result of lack of training, the
principles of interpretative reading
are unknown to most preachers. Fail
ure to read effectively is the result.
Because of their lack of training,
preachers often neglect this part of
their ministry. Quite rightly, much
thought is given to the preparation
of sermons. Public prayers even in
nonliturgical churches are often thor
oughly prepared. Y e t how seldom
does the reading of the Bible receive
much forethought! Indeed occasion
ally a person reads publicly a passage
that he has obviously not read pri
vately in the previous month.
Again, sometimes preachers have
thought that they should change their
tone of voice when they read the
Bible. They have therefore adopted
a clerical voice, believing this ex
change would convey piety and de
voutness to their reading. But mo
notonous reading of drone or drawl
will fail to make any impact on the
hearers’ minds.
Adm ittedly, the public reading of
the Bible has specific problems that
increase the difficulty in reading it
effectively. T h e language o f t h e
Bible is different from that of other
The Nazarene Preacher

books currently read. There are tech
nical theological words that are sel
dom if ever used outside the pulpit
or theological discussion. Reading
K ing James Version has the added
problem that scores of words are used
there in a different sense from what
they are today— over 300 years later.
A lso, there are obsolete words such
as “ goodman” (Matt. 2 0 :1 1 ), t h e
husband or male head of the house
hold; “ governor” (Jas. 3 :4 ) refers to
the pilot or steersman of a ship.
Again, there are sentences where we
get a wrong idea until we know the
force of the word.
“ Harnessed”
(Exod. 1 3 :1 8 ) means “ equipped for
battle.” The children of Israel did not
do the work of horses! In Josh. 22:
22 the word “ he” is redundant. R e
tained, it gives a false idea of what
is meant.
Public reading of the Bible thus
bristles with difficulties. Y e t we want
to read it effectively. W hat steps can
we take to improve our reading?
Care is needed in any public read
ing to make sure that we give sense
to what we are saying. The reading
of the Bible, and especially when the
reading is from K ing James Version,
calls for particular care or our hear
ers will not get the right meaning of
the passage.
A t Christmastime, younger listen
ers especially have often been given
the impression that Joseph was told
to take a small insect with him to
Egypt (Matt. 2 :1 3 ) instead of being
given an injunction to leave the coun
try speedily. A slight pause before
“ and” will help avoid this miscon
ception.
M ost serious of all is a verse where
we make Jesus a notorious sinner
if we do not observe the comma.
Unless we make the short break in
dicated by the comma after the word
“ other,” we shall read: “ Therefore
December, 1970

were also two other malefactors, led
with him to be put to death” (Luke
2 3 :3 2 ). Then our hearers will receive
the suggestion that Jesus was in the
same class as the other two and so
was a malefactor. W e should be care
ful to accent “ other” and give a per
ceptible pause before we say “male
factors.”
Also, we must be certain we know
how to pronounce the words in the
selected passage.
This suggestion
seems unnecessary until we recall
that we can meet strange names.
Bible books include Habakkuk, Haggai, and Philemon. Also p r o p e r
names include Melchizedek, M erodach-baladan, Pochereth-hazzebaim,
and Chedorlaomer. A further com
plication arises because pronouncing
dictionaries and Bibles do not al
ways agree on p r o n u n c i a t i o n .
“ Sarai” can be pronounced with two
or three syllables. Here, consistency
is the main rule.
Again, only what we understand
can we read intelligently.
So we
must be sure of the meaning of the
passage before we read it. It is good
to study the proposed passage in
depth. Reading other versions will
help to give us the general sense of
the passage. The use of a commen
tary will help to clear away any mists.
The meaning of any unfamiliar words
can be gained from a Bible diction
ary or commentary. Reading the pas
sage slowly several times during the
week before reading it publicly will
give needed familiarity with it. This
repeated reading gives the passage an
opportunity to speak to us before we
try to help others hear it speak to
them.
N ext, as reading scripture aloud is
interpretative reading, we must seek
to feel the emotion or feeling ap
propriate to the passage we read. A s
Leslie E. W hite has put it: “ W hen the
text is noble, dynamic, exalting or
9

didactic, the readers should strive to
convey these characteristics to the
congregation. W hen the passage is
grave, reverential or less moving in
emotional fervor, the intonation of
voice should still be in keeping with
the intrinsic meaning of the words
although less demonstrative.”
The tone of our voices should re
flect the emotion in which the words
were first spoken or written. To
show the fitting emotion of a pas
sage we should read it as if we had
written it ourselves. Then our read

Practical \ that make
Points a difference

ing will arrest the attention of our
hearers. True, a theatrical approach
which suggests pretense and vulgarity
is to be avoided at all costs. Y et
stilted, feeble reading is little better.
A dramatic approach which makes it
living and real is vital.
Reading the Bible effectively re
quires both study and regular prac
tice. Y e t good reading will give sat
isfaction that will reward both reader
and listener. It is worth all our ef
forts to succeed in reading the Bible
well.

The pastoral prayer spoke to all our hearts
and m oved us to greater devotion and
w ork for our Lord. The choir and “ special”
lifted our spirits and prepared the m ood
fo r the oracle o f the hour.
Then our pastor preached. He quick
ened our spirits and touched our emotions.
His preparation w as so thorough that he
spoke from the “ ov erflow ” and moved
am ong us w ith his rhetoric. It was as
though G od was speaking— and I believe

"I Worshipped This Morning—
and I Needed To"
Dear Son:
Our pastor led us in an act o f worship
this m orning—and, oh, how I needed that
hour!
W e had just com pleted an evangelistic
crusade and, though w e w ere happy with
the results, we were w eary of the intense
drive of a fu ll week o f services. W e needed,
with our new converts, to worship!
Our pastor started with an appropriate
invocation—bringing his people before a
loving H eavenly Father. The hym ns were
m agnificently m oving. W e w ere led in
“ Come, Thou Fount o f Every Blessing,”
“How Firm a Foundation,” and “ Satisfied.”

that He was!
W hen he was through, w e sat for a m o
m ent exam ining our hearts to see what
difference it might m ake— and for m e it
was a new week.
His benediction was from Jude 24-25, and
the choral response was scriptural. The
w hole service was for me! He had pre
pared thoroughly. He was w arm o f heart
— and God used him !
Son, your people w ill com e to the sanc
tuary lookin g for bread— don ’t setUe for
a stone!

Do You Have a Samuel in Your Church?
By Robert H. Green*

T t w a s n ’ t t o o m a n y years ago that
-*• I attended the seminary of an
other denomination and heard them
lament the fact that they had only
three ministers for every five church
es. Since we in the Church of the
Nazarene were quoting at that time
about five ministers for every three
churches, I thought I knew what
their problem was— they were not
spiritual enough. N ow that we are
having similar difficulties, I am not
so sure (it’s different when it affects
u s ).

There are m any reasons for the
lack of ministerial candidates, but I
would suggest two that I think con
tribute to the lack:
First, the concept that, “ if you can
do anything else but preach and still
make it to heaven, do it.” This is
neither logical nor scriptural. The
implication is that there is something
about the ministry that is to be
avoided at all cost except the dam
nation of your soul. It would be like
Isaiah saying, “ If I can’t get out of
it, Lord, I’ll have to go.” Rather
Isaiah said, in effect: “ Look me over,
Lord, and see if I will do.” I be
lieve this positive concept taught by
our ministers to the children in the

•Pastor,
Colo.

M ountain
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V iew

Church,

Longm ont,

church will produce more youth that
will be listening and praying for God
to call them into the ministry.
H ow m any times have you heard a
devout Christian say, “ If I can do
anything else in the world than be
a doctor [or a lawyer or merchant]
and still go to heaven, I surely will
do it.” W e ought to teach that God’s
will in selecting a life profession is
essential regardless to which area it
should be directed.
The other reason why not many
finally enter the ministry is the ten
dency for some who are called to go
into sociology or psychology as a sub
stitute fulfillment.
W ith the great surge of activism
among our youth today, the great
awareness of social needs of their
fellowman, and the feeling that the
Church ought to be more “ relevant”
to the needs of the “less fortunate”
people, m any become infected with
the notion that the Church is irrele
vant and want to be “ where the ac
tion is.” So they become social work
ers, peace corps volunteers, etc.
The question of the relevancy of
the Church is too great for this
article, but somehow we have to show
our young people that a call to full
time Christian service is primarily a
call to minister to people who are
lost because they need a Savior, and
11

sociology or psychology cannot sup
ply that Savior.
I believe that we ministers will
have to shoulder most of the blame
for not having more of our youth
enter the ministry. God is calling suf
ficient laborers for the harvest, and
more of those who are called would
respond if they had a good example
of a pastor who loved his work, felt
God had been good to him to let him
be a minister, and loved his people.
There needs to be something more
than being a good example. W e must
learn to train our responding children
and youth b y some sort of appren
ticeship program.
Instead of saying to a young boy
when he tells you at summer camp he
feels God is calling him to enter
the ministry when he grows up,
“That’s fine, Son, but make sure you
really are called,” take that as an
opportunity to begin developing him
for the ministry that will pay divi
dends years later.
L et’s call it an “ Eli and Samuel
Program.” Just as Eli took young
Samuel under his leadership and
gave him special jobs that trained
him for the great task God had for
him years later, every minister should
have one or more children from his
home or congregation who have heard
the call of God and are being shep
herded in a special way toward the
day they will accept their own place
in the ministry.
This type of program will help
those called to be steadier in their
Christian experience, especially in
their teen years. And it will give
them a greater insight into the m in
istry.
Give the “ministerial candidate”
special small jobs; take time frequent
ly to talk with him; show him some
of the “ behind-the-scene” workings of
the ministry; share with him some of
12

the victories of a minister; talk to
him about his problems; help him
plan his education for the ministry.
Dr. James Kennedy said, “ It is
better to train a soul winner than to
be one yourself.” Similarly it is bet
ter to train successful ministers than
to be one. But no man can effective
ly train others and be a failure him 
self. And perhaps the most tragic
failure is to seem to be a success, yet
have no one follow in our path.
God calls. L et’s help our youth
respond to the call.

Preach the Word
0 evangel, called o f God,
Preach His W ord to me
And fool me not by fancy tales
A nd pretty falsities;
Nor water dow n the W ord
With m en’s opinions and half-truths
That please m y ears
But deceive m y hungry heart.
The rugged truth
Is what I w ant
In fullness preached, and pow er;
A nd let it hurt and prick and cut
If this w ill bring me
To m y knees,
W here through His blood
1 sweet redem ption find.
Love God enough
To proclaim all His truth
A nd hold not back
F or fear of offen din g me.
For honest souls w ill heed the truth
And fall headlong
W ith contrite heart
Opon the Rock, the Christ.
A nd if I broken be
A nd sorrow and repent—
A nd lose m y life in His—
And if in m y loss
I gain the cross, and crow n,
And find m y Lord at last,
Shall not w e both be glad
That you w ere true,
O evangel, called and sent o f G od?
— Eleanor L. Cunningham
The Nazarene Preacher

Grace is available for
both service and purity

The Father Image in the Pastor
By Milton Harrington*

from the serviceman in
V iet Nam asked his pastor to
visit the home where his wife and
small boys were living. Apparently
something in the letters from his
wife had suggested a need for some
type of masculine influence in the
home. Not knowing where else to
turn, he chose to place his trust in his
pastor and opened the door with this
request for a pastoral visit. The pas
tor understood the serviceman’s con
cern, but he was also troubled with
a fear. The wife and mother in this
home was a very attractive person
and there was the possibility of im
aginative gossip circulating in the
community.

'T 'he letter

In a very timely and pertinent way,
James writes to the very heart of
such a situation and to the responsi
bility of the pastor to project a father
image under identified circumstances.
“ Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit
the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself un
spotted from the world” (1 :2 7 ).
Most commentators r e l a t e this
verse to the profound difference be
tween a religion of profession and
one of action. M en have a tendency
♦Pastor, K ennew ick, Wash.
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to try to make ritual and liturgy a
substitute for sacrifice and service.
Some would also faintly leave the
implication that such religious action,
an active concern for the ghetto sit
uations and circumstances, will bring
with it this condition of holiness
that is pleasing to God— that some
how one purifies himself in the pro
cess of scrubbing up the human pig
pens of our society. True it is that
the Pharisees in the time of James
were obsessed with their ceremonial
and liturgical holiness until physical
human need was shunned as an act
of righteousness. They protected their
holiness image with the complexity of
laws which sought to clothe their
naked neglect of those needs demand
ing compassionate concern.
They
tried to legislate themselves out of
touch with human need.
W hat then is James seeking to say?
There wasn’t a war going on in Viet
Nam when he wrote, but he under
stood the need created by such sepa
rating forces. He recognized the need
in homes where the father has been
removed temporarily or permanently.
H e also recognized that the most ade
quate projection of the father image
comes through the sanctified life,
and where is a better essence of this
than in the person of the spiritual
13

pastor? In the pastor are the repre
sentative presence and influence of
God. David wrote, “ Let God arise . . .
A father of the fatherless, and a judge
of the widows” (Ps. 68 :1 , 5 ). “ Let
God arise” through His human instru
ment, the pastor.
W e disagree thoroughly with the
practice of calling a pastor “ father,”
as it is the formal title among some,
but we must also honestly confess
that it does have a certain psycho
logical value that immediately pro
jects a desirable relationship. The
Apostle Paul enlarged this relation
ship by setting a goal for himself to
become all things to all men. James
has clearly stated the responsibility
for the masculine influence to those
homes now deprived of a father’s
reality.
Then we must face what the pastor
recognized in our opening paragraph
— fear. James is emphatic that the
projection of this father image must
not lead the pastor into moral diffi
culties. He chooses the word “ un
spotted,” which is translated from
“being free from vice, unsullied.”
Both of these words speak of a moral
weakness. Even more than that, a
moral fault already in existence, not
in a sense of actual immorality, but

in the sense of that human suscep
tibility to strange emotional rum 
blings when subjected to strong
pressures. This explains w hy James
carefully speaks of pure religion. The
danger is real and the fear proper, but
it must not be permitted to destroy
our usefulness. The father image is
correctly needed in many circum
stances, and it is within the moral
power of the sanctified pastor ade
quately and with holy purpose to ful
fill that need. Paul exemplifies the
discipline needed when he writes, “ I
. . . bring m y body into subjection”
(I Cor. 9 :2 7 ) . No man of God even
dares to play with immoral emotions.
His responsibility— solemn, holy re
sponsibility— is to “ keep himself un
spotted,” free of moral weakness, in
all of his ministries. Paul also dis
covered that “ God hath not given us
the spirit of fear; but of power, and
of love, and of a sound m ind” (II
Tim. 1 :7 ) .
Bring this trichotomy
into the fram ework of strong moral
discipline and there will be little dif
ficulty.
The rich rewards in fulfilling this
responsibility are inestimable. L et us
go forth to meet the need with a great
strength of moral character and the
keen consciousness that Jesus Christ
is right b y our side.

Lessons I Have Learned
1. Y ou can be m ore thoroughly Christian when you don ’t feel like
it than when you do.
2. Learn to trust y ou r high hours. Never doubt in the darkness
what G od has revealed to you in the light.
3. Be challenged by Christian ideals, but not frustrated by them.
—Jim Bond
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The Mechanics of the Ministry
By Raymond C. Kratzer*

XI. Attendance Insights
has
b e e n s a id
about the
significance or the insignifi
cance of numbers. B u t all of life is
involved with numbers in one way or
another! W e are constantly made
aware of the number of years of our
age, or the time of day, or the
amount of dollars we have left after
all of the bills have been paid. Sales
propaganda thunders the shortness of
time in order to take advantage of a
sale, or the diminishing number of
days until Christmas. Periodically
Uncle Sam knocks at our door to
correct his statistics concerning our
growing population. A n d on and on
we could go.
uch

M

In the church we have one wellused measuring stick for our success
— “ H ow m any do you have in your
Sunday school?” Unfortunately, this
is not the best rule of thumb by
which to measure the success of a
church, but it is important. It holds
such a place of prominence in our
Zion that each church posts this num
ber in a conspicuous place for all to
see. This is not beside the point. In
fact, we discover as we read the Bible
that God puts such a premium on
“ numbers” that H e has one whole
♦Superintendent, Northwest District.
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book in Sacred W rit captioned by
that term. Sacred writers often men
tion specific numbers in recounting
certain events. For example, the
5,000 who were fed by the small
lunch of a boy, the number of dis
ciples in the Upper Room on the Day
of Pentecost, and the number of con
verts as a result of Peter’s great ser
mon on that same occasion.
W e are certain that we should not
worship at the shrine of numbers.
Neither should we discount them.
They do have some special signifi
cance. A n d the pastor who disdains
their importance will discover that
his program lacks dynamic and mo
tivation.
Likewise, his enterprise
m ay be moving toward diminishing
returns on his investment.
I am confident that a steady growth
in Sunday school usually develops a
like growth in every area of the
church. It is still true that the church
school is the “ arm of the church” to
reach out and bring in new people.
Its techniques and methods have been
greatly improved through the years,
and they will bring results, if they
are faithfully worked. New buildings,
nicer facilities, and more adequate
tools are invaluable to the growth of
15

this arm of the church. But these
will not take the place of hard work
in terms of visitation, prayer, and
concern.
Likewise, dedicated and
well-trained teachers are essential
to a growing organization.
A s important as the Sunday school
attendance is, the number of people
present in the morning worship ser
vice, the evening evangelistic service,
the midweek service, and the revival
service, is equally important. In fact,
every area of church attendance
should be scrutinized by the pastor to
see that the work is growing in a
well-p r o p o r t i o n e d way.
Some
churches m ay boast a great Sunday
school, but the rest of their services
are anemic. Others may pride them
selves on a great Sunday morning at
tendance while their church school
languishes and the midweek service
is almost dead.
A n alert pastor can work out an
attendance record for all of his ser
vices which can be kept from week
to week. Usually some good layman
will be glad to assume this responsibilitv. Attendance at the Sunday
school, in the morning and evening
services, the midweek service, and the
revival meetings can be carefully re
corded. A year’s record at this point
can begin a service-by-service check
to see if progress is being made.
Weaknesses which m ay be revealed
by annual comparisons can motivate
a pastor to bolster a sagging program
and strengthen the weak spots. In
m y last pastorate, I recall a year’s
records of all of our major services
revealed that, although our Sunday
school had grown adequately, the
midweek service was staying about
the same. This revelation was enough
to motivate me to improve the mid
week service until it was more in
teresting. W e involved more people
in its performance, varied its pro
gram, and were rewarded with a
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joyous increase in attendance.
W e should be as wise as the busi
ness world in appraising our strengths
and weaknesses. W e dare not be too
unrealistic in our assessments of suc
cess. I recall talking to a pastor one
time and of asking how his church
was coming along. H e responded
somewhat on this fashion: “ Oh, we
are coming along great! God is bless
ing us, and I have never felt closer
to Him. Oh, we just lost one fam ily of
six members and another family of
four members. I don’t know ex
actly why, but they just quit m y
church. But we are getting along just
fine.”
O f course I appreciated his opti
mism. But I felt he was looking
through “ rose-colored spectacles” at
the facts of life. The truth of the
matter was that he was losing the
battle and didn’t know it.
There are times in the life of any
church when attendance ebbs rather
than flows. These occasions try the
soul of any pastor. A n d when they
come, the true shepherd will do his
best to correct the trends and will
find a w ay in due season to be in the
plus column. “ H e that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with re
joicing, bringing his sheaves with
him ” (Ps. 1 2 6 :6 ).
In the parable of the talents, Jesus
implies His expectancy of getting an
increase from His investment in us.
To be sure, we cannot adequately
evaluate all of the efforts put forth
by the minister in terms of statistics.
Only God can determine the results
of loving service, of burdened prayer,
and of selfless devotion. His records
will no doubt be quite different from
our appraisals. On the other hand,
let us not be so ethereal that we pre
sumptuously assume our investment
is paying good dividends when the
figures shout otherwise.
The Nazarene Preacher

The

PASTOR’S

S U P P L E M E N T
Com piled by The Genera / Stew ardship Committee

Dr. B. Edgar Johnson,

Editor

from the
B O A R D O F G E N E R A L SU PE RIN TEN D EN TS
Samuel Young
V. H. I jew is
G eorge Coulter

Edward L aw lor
Eugene L. Stowe
O rville W . Jenkins

G E N E R A L C H U R C H O FFIC E R S and
D E P A R T M E N T and C O M M ISSIO N EXECU TIVES
B. Edgar Johnson
Norman O. M iller
W . T. Purkiser
A. F. Harper
Kenneth Rice
Edward Mann
John Knight

M. A. Lunn
E. S. Phillips
Paul Skiles
Bennett D udney
H. T. Reza
M ary Scott
H. D ale M itchell

Raym ond Hurn
D ean W essels

O. Joe Olson
John Stockton
and all the

H E A D Q U A R T E R S STAFF

CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

TRYING
TO FIND
A WAY
TO HAVE
SOME CHURCH

You can without building more space!

You can reach more young adults by starting or
improving your Cradle Roll. Since church growth is
the result of ministering to people with spiritual needs,
then young marrieds with their small children are a
natural!
A NEW W book,
THE MINISTRY OF THE CRADLE ROLL,
by Betty Bowes,
is now available to help you.
The course can be taken by correspondence.
Register your Cradle Roll director today.
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MINISTERIAL BENEVOLENCE

t u e s d a v

This

special
offering,
taken anytim e
in December,
applies toward
NMBF
budget.

-
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OEc ‘

Clip and mail.

j

Please s e n d ______free annual Christmas Love Offer-

j

ing envelopes to be used in our church during Decern-

ii

ber.

I
I

j

I

Church

District

N am e_______________________________________________

|

A ddress____________________________________________

I
I
I

j

■

j

1

j

S e n d to: D e p a rtm e n t o f M in isteria l B e n e v o le n c e
64 01 The Paseo
K ansas City, M o. 6 4 1 3 1
December, 1970
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New
C h u rc h o f th e N a z a re n e

CERTIFICATES
Certificate
of

Membership

Created to serve the need of
three very significant occasions

ORtltCM O* THI NAHAMNI

DEDICATION
BAPTISM
MEMBERSHIP

H a n d s o m e ly lith o g r a p h e d on a b e a u t if u l H op pe r sk y to n e p a r c h m e n t w it h C h u r c h of th e N azaren e
e m b l e m on f r o n t . A r t i s t i c a l l y p r i n t e d i n s i d e a r e a p p r o p r i a t e v e r s e s f r o m t h e H o l y B i b l e a n d s p e c i a l
c e r t if ic a t e fo rm w ith s p a c e fo r n a m e of p erso n an d c h u rc h , p la ce , d ate, a n d p a s t o r ’s s ig n a tu re .
5Vzx

8 V 2".

M a t c h i n g en v elope .

15C; 12 f o r $1.65; 24 f o r $3.00

*

---------------------------------------------- C U P and MAIL TODAY ------------------------------------------------v

'

N A Z A R E N E P U B L I S H I N G H O U S E , P O S T O F F I C E B O X 5 2 7 , K A N S A S CITY , M I S S O U R I 6 4 1 4 1
Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104 In Canada: 1592 Bloor St. West, Toronto 9, Ontario
Date________________________________________________________, 1970
Please send special certificates as indicated below:
15c; 12 for $1.65; 24 for $3.00
Quantity---------------------CT-163 Dedication Certificate

___________ CT-164 Baptismal Certificate

___________ CT-165 Membership Certificate

SHIP TO____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________________________ _ State______________________________ Z ip ____________________
CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $___________________

CHARGE TO:

□ Church________________________________________ (other) account

NOTE: On ALL charges give location and name of church.
Church location---------------------------------------------------------------- C it y _________________________________ State __ _________
Church nam e_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _
STATEMENT TO:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City

___________________________________S tate_______________________________Zip

Set your goals and order a y e a r ’s supply. —

'

YOUTH

John

Q. P a s t o r : D on ’ t you think that’ s a rather unusual name for a

magazine?
E d ito r

Paul

M ille r :

Yes, it’ s an unusual magazine for unusual

people. Actually, the spirit of E T C . is captured in the words of a let
ter writer to some Hebrew Christians around the year a . d . 70. In an
attempt to fill them with faith in the power and goodness of God, he
enumerates a roll call of the faithful. The list grows and becomes an
exciting witness to the abundances of God. Finally, in inspired ec
stasy he comes to the end of his list and in place of saying etc., etc.,
etc., he sums up G od’ s ongoing provisions by asking: “ And what shall
I more say?” (Hebrews 11:32)
I guess that is what E T C . will try to do each month: provide re
minders of G od ’ s goodness and power which are as unending as the
word E T C .

is the new magazine for the young adult. Let it help you ex
tend your ministry beyond yourself. O nly $2.50 per year to individual
subscribers and 50c per quarter when ordered in quantities on your
church literature order blank.

December, 1970
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HOME MISSIONS

Your Ministry . . .
(It’s in your hands.)
THROUGH

Weekly Meeting

in Homes

11

I

3

iH lllllll lllllill ' I '

m ? m m

H

ill

'

M M

★
★
★
★
★

Prayer Groups
Bible Study
Soul Winners
Under Shepherds
Extension Classes

S

S

• Use Laymen
• Reach Isolated Areas
• Increase Missionary Spirit
• Multiply the Church

For Information— Write to:
The Department of Home Missions
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION— RADIO

— “ SHOWERS OF BLESSING” TAPES Free to Your
Station
— BOOKLETS for the Listening Audience
— PRINTED SERMON COPIES for Your Visitation
— NOTIFICATION OF THOSE W H O WRITE IN— for
Your Contact
— INFORMATIONAL TAPE ON “ SPANISH RADIO,”
for July Offering
— ASSISTANCE AND ADVICE for Your “ SPOT” Ad
vertising
— “ SPOT” IDEA EXCHANGE
— HELPFUL

SUGGESTIONS

FOR

YOUR

TELE

VISION EFFORT
W E ARE AT Y O U R SERVICE

There are more than 500 million active radio sets.
More time is available for local TV programs beginning
January 1. If you have an interesting idea, talk to your
TV people at once.
RADIO DIVISION
H. Dale Mitchell
December, 1970

COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Executive Director
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Plan for:

JVAZA
F

A

M

I

L

1

Sunday, Janut
Family Alt
Weeh
Pi

&

Sunday, January
Church Families J

Sunday Schoi

CHURCH SCHOOLS

RENE

f WEEK
t r y

3

—

ar Sunday
of Planning
laying
Praying
Together
iring Unchurched
Families to

d and Church
( P le a se Post )

)RLD M ISSIONS

H O W T H E W O R L D M IS SIO N S B U D G E T
D O L L A R — 1970— IS U S E D
(Does not include special funds)
IISSIO NARY SU PPO RT

23c

IE L D B U D G E T A N D A D D IT IO N A L A L L O C A T IO N S
Direct operations of field, national workers, travel on field,
building and property maintenance, support of institutions
45c
IE L D -R E L A T E D O P E R A T IO N S A N D M IS S IO N A R Y B E N E F IT S
Travel, freight, education, furlough rent, equipment grants to
missionaries, etc.
18c
P E C IA L A L L O C A T IO N S
Spanish Department, N W M S , Other Sheep, overseas ministers
conference, audiovisual production, development and promotion
8c
)F F IC E A D M IN IS T R A T IO N
Secretarial salaries, postage, office equipment
3c
RESERVES F O R E M E R G E N C IE S A N D N E W F IE L D S
3c
Department of W orld Missions
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NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

calendar that deserves
a special place
at your desk
throughout
1971

Q u u t lx f
i l l
,
iO - t h e /t f W U in e < i

a d ay

Features 12 (plus cover) o rig in a l pa inting s of B ib le scenes reproduced in fu ll
color. On op po site pages m onthly calend ars are designed w ith am ple w rite-in
space for a p poin tm ents, and in sp ira tio n a l thoughts w ith sc rip tu re references.
Back cover pro vid es area for lis tin g sp e c ia l events and phone num bers. Sp iral
bind in g a llo w s pages to lie com p le te ly fla t or be turned under. Punched should
hanging be p referred .
fo r your board mem bers
and church o ffic e rs. And don’t fo rg e t one for your busy w ife too!
U-324
75c; 3 for $2.00; 12 fo r $7.00
P r ic e s s lig h t ly h ig h e r o u ts id e the c o n tin e n ta l U n ite d S ta te s

For larger quantity prices on imprint service, please write

NAZARENE P U B LISH IN G HOUSE

PASTOR’S
PRAYER MEETING
PUBLICATION
PRESENTATION
Current Selection
WHEN YOU GET TO TH E END OF Y O U R SE LF
By W. T. Purkiser

Present it in the prayer meeting hour for your laymen to pur
chase.
$ 1 .0 0

5 or more (40% discount*) , 60c each
P lu s 3 c p e r b o o k f o r p o sta g e

F o r a d d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n c o n s u lt s p e c ia l fly e r in the N o v e m b e r M in is te rs ’
B o o k C lu b m ailin g.
*Personal purchase only.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

December, 1970

Pasadena

Toronto
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NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

HELP S T R E T C H
the MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
and RETIREMENT DOLLAR.

To provide hospitalization and medical assistance for
our Nazarene missionaries, who cannot be cov
ered by regular hospitalization plans.
To help provide a more adequate retirement assis
tance for Nazarene missionaries.
THANK YOU, PASTORS, for caring and sharing.
Mrs. Reeford Chaney
Memorial Roll— General Council
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C H A N G E O F A D D R ESS FORM

P A STO R — a Service to You
When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General Secratary.
N am e ___________________________________________Date of C h an g e ______________
New A d d re ss________________________________________________________________
C it y ______________________________________ S ta te ____________Z ip ______________
Name of C h u rch ___________________________________________D istrict____________
New Position: Pastor ( ); Evang. ( ); O ther_________________________________
Former A d d re ss______________________________________________________________
Former C h u rch _______________________________________________________________
All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be changed
from this one notification.
Check: “ Herald of Holiness” ( ); “Other Sheep” ( ); “Nazarene Preacher” ( );
O t h e r ___________________________________________________________
(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.)

N

NAZARENE INFORMATION SERVICE

Note on 1970 New s Review
AZARENE PASTORS should send now for copies of the 1970 denominational
year-end review story if they plan to distribute it to their local newspapers
and broadcasting offices.
A separate story covering some highlights of the Nazarene gospel work
through the Department of World Missions during the last year also is available on
request.
Pastors are urged to request as many copies of each story as they can use.
Mail requests to: N .I.S., 6401 the Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.
The annual Nazarene news review will not be sent automatically to all pastors,
but this year will be mailed instead directly to newspapers and broadcasting news
editors in cities where the Church of the Nazarene is known.
Nazarene pastors may make certain that copies are mailed to their local
community newspapers by sending a card or note to the Nazarene Information Ser
vice at the address above.
Pastors should give the name and address of their newspaper(s) and the
name(s) of their church editor or individual(s) who should receive the articles.
N.I.S. will take care of the rest.
This will be the thirteenth annual Nazarene year-end review for newspapers
and broadcasters.
The revised plan of distribution has been adopted in order to lighten the
load for some pastors at a time when they are most heavily involved in Christmas
and watch-night programs.

O. JO E OLSON
December, 1970
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MINISTERIAL BENEVOLENCE

BEYOND THIS DOOR . .
is worth looking inio:

An 80-frame color filmstrip
with long-play record

FREE
on a loan basis

Questions it will help to answer:
• What does the Nazarene Ministerial Benevo
lent Fund do for YOU?
• Why should churches pay their NMBF budget?
• What does the NMBF do for retired ministers?

ACCEPTANCE CARD
Name
Address
City
State
Church
District
Preferred dates:

1
2

____

___

3 ___
30

Nazarene Preacher

Gift List

pastor and family
EVAN GELISTS
who sewed our
church this year
_ Sunday school
superintendent
_ NW M S president
N Y PS president
church secretary
Aiurch treasur

WHEN THE COMMITTEES MEET TO CHOOSE
A GIFT FOR TH E...
NWMS PRESIDENT
« NYPS PRESIDENT
• SS SUPERINTENDENT
TEACHERS
PUPILS

REMIND THEM
ABOUT THE

CIvuI muSELECTOR *
C op ies sent to all pastors and literature orderin g secretaries
You must see it to believe all the
good things it has to offer!

In appreciation of your order,

*

,9 7 1 ^ 1 5 5
the

*

m ,N I S T E B S
m anual

PAY YOUR POSTAGE — a SAVINGS o f 10 PER CENT or nv

1971
MINISTER’S (Doran’s) MANUAL

'

Edited by CHARLES L. WALLIS. Biblically centered
resources representing more than 700 contributors are
arranged for all aspects of the pulpit, pastoral, and
church school ministries. Indexed. 352 pages, cloth board.
$4.95

*
CONTRIBUTION RECEIPT FORM
For distribution to regular contributors. Space is pro
vided for filling in money given through the various
departments. Members will find this form an important
reference when figuring their income tax deductions.
Pass this timesaving information on to your church
treasurer, 5Vz x 8 V2".
No. R-70
Pad of 100, 65c
Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

N A Z A R E N E P U B L IS H I N G H O U S E • P O S T O F F I C E B O X 527, K A N S A S CITY, M IS S O U R I 64141
Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104 • IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario

Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson

Room in My Heart
HOUSE JUST i s n ’t
A HOME Until
y o u ’v e sp en t a C h ristm as in it!”
o u r 1 0 -y e a r -o ld d a u g h ter ex cla im e d as
sh e jo y fu lly u n p a ck e d th e tree trim 
m in gs the first y e a r in o n e o f o u r n ew
pastorates.

A

Yes, it seems we almost measure years
by Christmas seasons. The Christmas
story— read, sung, pictured, programmed,
pantomimed— lives anew for us year
after year.
A new inspiration came to me as I
read the sacred story from the Phillips
translation recently. After the angel
had told Mary she would be the mother
of a son, Mary had questioned, “How
can this be? I am not married!” The
angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, the power of the most high
will overshadow you . .
Mary’s re
sponse moved me deeply: “I belong to
the Lord, body and soul, let it happen as
you say” (Luke 1:38).
Such a beautiful declaration of com
plete dedication— “I belong to the Lord,
body and soul.” Just a few verses
further down are the words of Elisabeth
to Mary, “Oh, how happy is the woman
who believes in God, for he does make
his promises to her come true!”
Because Mary so fully belonged to
the Lord— body, soul, reputation— she
became His instrument to bear and give
birth to the Savior of the world— the
incarnate God.
As I thought of her consecrated life
and her holy privilege, I recalled Paul’s
December, 197Q

words from Gal. 4:19: “My little chil
dren, of whom I travail in birth again,
until Christ be formed in you.” Many
other verses came to mind that speak of
“Christ in you.” What an exciting as
surance! If we can make this same com
mitment that Mary made, Christ can
“be formed” in us.
The Apostle Paul tells us that there
is a secret— a great mystery— which was
hidden from ages and from generations
(Col. 1:26), which the world was seek
ing in vain, which wise men from the
East hoped they might find, “but now
is made manifest to his saints.” Paul
went through the world just to tell
those who would receive it what that
simple mystery was: “Christ in you, the
hope of glory.”
Christ in me! Christ— the One who
contains in himself all that man ought
to be, all that man needs to have, in
whom all the fullness of the Godhead
dwells! Christ in me— to direct my
mind, my will, my attitudes, my con
versation, my actions, my decisions, my
relationships!
In my teens I knew a man whom I
felt so embodied the indwelling Christ
that I thought his eyes looked like Je
sus’ eyes. I was always aware of this
when I looked at him. And why not?
The look of divine love, of concern,
compassion, purity— could they not be
reflections of the Christ within? John
the Baptist said, “He must increase, but
I must decrease.” A. B, Simpson put it
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this way, “I learned to breathe Him in
as I breathed, and breathe myself out.”
When Mary’s time was completed she
gave Christ to the world. Shepherds
came to find Him; wise men journeyed
from afar; the sinful, the distressed,
the diseased sought Him out. The world
is searching for Him today. When they
ask, as certain Greeks did, “Sir, we
would see Jesus,” can someone point to
you and say, “He dwells there” ?
Everyone has his sphere of influence.
If Christ “be formed in you,” you will
bring Him forth. Somewhere in your
sphere of influence there are “shepherds
abiding” . . . somewhere in your sphere
of influence “wise men” are enquiring,
“Where is he . . . ?”

Oh, blessed Christmas thought: Not
only was Christ formed in Mary, but
He is being formed in me— increasingly
so as I continue to yield Him my body
and soul!
“How can this be?” we ask. “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, the
power of the most high will overshadow
you.”
And we hear Elisabeth’s words echo
across the ages to us: “Oh, how happy
is the woman who believes in God, for
he does make his promises to her come
true!”
Were Christ ten times in Bethlehem
born,
And not in me—
M y case were still forlorn.

ADVENT SUNDAY

The Kingdom That Is Here and Com ing
By T. Crichton Mitchell*
T e x t:

“ Thy kingdom com e” (Matt. 6:10a).

W hole libraries o f books have been d e
voted to this theme; on no other theme has
the Church been so united and divided. The
Kingdom was the constant theme of Jesus,
and He urged the Church to make it a
constant prayer. “Thy kingdom come.” And
for 2,000 years the Church has prayed that
prayer. Where is the Kingdom ? Has it
com e?

Oh, what long, sad years have gone
Since the Church was taught this
prayer!
Oh, what eyes have watched and wept
For thy dawning everywhere!
•Faculty, British Isles Nazarene College, M an
chester, England.

In the N ew Testament there is a kind of
ambiguity, a sort o f double-talk about it.
“ Thy Kingdom com e . . . on earth . . —
so goes this portion; “Not of this w orld”—
so goes another. The Kingdom is a gift:
“ It is the Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom ” ; and yet it is a con
quest: “ The violent take it b y force.” We
have to be b o m again to enter it, and yet
at some future time the Father w ill bid us
inherit it! Y et again Jesus speaks as though
it w ere already here: “ Repent: fo r the
kingdom o f heaven is at hand” ; and, “ If
it is b y the finger o f God that I cast out
devils, then the Kingdom o f God has come
. . .” (R S V ). And yet again w hen the dis
ciple asked, “ Wilt thou at this time restore
again the kingdom ?” He said, “It is not
for you to know .”
The Nazarene Preacher

I. W hen w e pray this prayer w e are con
fessing that the Kingdom has com e in our
hearts.
W e come into the Kingdom, and the
Kingdom comes into us the moment the
K ing takes over the control of our lives.
The K ingdom begins in this personal way.
N ow it is like a man digging up treasure in
his field, and n ow it is like a successful
search for pearls, resulting in the discovery
and purchase of the best. N ow it is like a
banquet in w hich the lame, the blind, the
outcast sit as the guests o f G od; and yet
again it is like a Shepherd rescuing one
lost sheep. The K ingdom has come in
every heart that has crow ned Jesus Christ
as K ing—the kingdom of G od is the rule
o f God in the soul o f man.
The heart that believes His kingdom
R eceives His pow er and His peace,
His life and His jo y ’s everlasting in
crease.

men in the name of Christ, our King; when
w e witness to small and great; when we
are His body—His hands to lift the fallen,
His hearts to love through, and His
minds to think through— there is the K ing
dom. The Kingdom is the outreach and
uplift of such a fellowship. Its motto is,
“ Y ou do it to Me when you do it to these.”
IV. But w e are equally sure that the K ing
dom will com e at the end of time and his
tory.
The Kingdom that came in pow er at
Pentecost w ill one day shatter into history,
and the K ing w ill come, and “ at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth.” In G od’s
own time He w ill come whose right it is to
reign, and “ the kingdoms of this w orld”
shall “ become the kingdoms of our Lord,
and of his Christ.”
C o n c l u s i o n : The Kingdom is here and yet

II. W hen w e pray this prayer w e are con 
fessing that the Kingdom has com e in the
fellowship of hearts in which Jesus Christ
is King.
The Church is not the w hole of the K ing
dom, but the faith that is w holly in
dividualistic and personal is not the K ing
dom kind. The K ingdom is a fellowship of
hearts. W hen Paul w rote to the Philippians
he said, “ W e are a colony o f heaven,” a
part of that K ingdom set up in the earth—
colonists bound together b y grace, b y the
bonds o f love, by experiences shared and
ventures, and dangers, and hopes. The
K ingdom is where lives are fused together
in love and loyalty to one com m on Lord,
where men and w om en and young people
are committed to Christ and to each other—
there is the Kingdom.
W h erev er in this world I am, in what
soe’er estate,
I have a fellow ship with hearts to keep
and cultivate.
III. And the Kingdom comes in the ou t
reach of such a fellowship.
G od’s kingdom is not a refugee camp into
w hich w e come with sighs o f relief from
a doom ed w orld; it is not an isolation
hospital. It is rather like the headquarters
of Operation Rescue. The citizens are not
a group of isolationists trying to keep their
skirts out of the w orld’s dirt; they do not
seek to avoid contact fo r fear o f defile
ment, but to make contact without con 
tamination. They are salt to be applied,
candles to be burned. W hen w e w ork for
December, 1970

it is coming. Some people now taste “ the
powers of the w orld to come.” Lift up
your hearts, therefore, for the coming of the
Lord draws near.

B IB LE SUNDAY

"A Lantern to Our Footsteps"
Thy w ord is a lamp to m y feet,
and a light to m y path. K eep steady m y
steps according to thy promise, and let
no iniquity get dominion ov er m e (Ps. 119:
105,133, R S V ).
T e x ts:

The title is from the hymn
“ O W ord o f God Incarnate.” It’s about
1,600 years now since the great Chrysostom
lashed his fashionable congregation at Con
stantinople for their neglect of Bible read
ing. His w ords are for us also: “I always
do and always w ill exhort you that at home
you accustom yourselves to a daily reading
o f the Scriptures . . . The Bible makes the
light o f God shine upon the soul o f the
reader, and after it makes a man of him by
means of the Old Testament, it makes an
angel o f him by means of the New !” Angel
or no, daily personal Bible reading gives
G od one line at least on our number.
H ow shall w e do it? I am not pleading
for this system or that, for participation in
that “ grand P rix” that fairly knocks the

In t r o d u c t io n :
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breath out of the soul, “ How to read the
Bible through six times in a year.” I
plead just for a plain and direct reading
of the Bible, not simply for the sake of
reading, and not simply for the sake of the
Bible, but for the soul’s sake.
I.

O b t a in a S u it a b l e C o p y .

Give your eyes a blessing and get a Bible
with bold, big type that can be read easily,
and one you can handle easily. Personally,
for devotional reading I prefer one without
a margin and without notes.
II.
the

R ead

It

S l o w l y , L e t t in g

It

Soak

in t o

W h i c h V e r s io n ?

Perhaps you w ill want a King James
Version—this seems still to hold a place in
the affections of mature Christians, a place
all its own; but w hy not an RSV, or per
haps a New Am erican Standard, or even
The New English B ible? These w ill help
you understand more readily since they
w ill speak to you in the kind of language
you use.
Perhaps if you have m ore than one ver
sion you w ill want to take time to read
the portion of your choice in both trans
lations, for as the great Erasmus said, “More
light cometh through the diligent compari
son of the various renderings than in any
other way.”
IV. R e a d S y s t e m a t i c a l l y .
This goes for both time and method. Why
not a regular time to feed the soul on the
W ord of God? Good habits mold good
characters. There is not much to be gained
from scraping around here and there in
the fields of the Lord just like a hen in a
barnyard. The Nazarene Publishing House
w ill help you select a simple, clear system
of Bible reading, but steer clear of the
speed-feed system. It takes time to m edi
tate, as the Bible itself declares.
V.

R emem ber

the

P r io r it y

of

O b e d ie n c e .

We simply cannot overstate the im por
tance of obedience in the quest for truth
and in the reception of light. We must
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BIBLE SUNDAY

The Best of Books

S oul.

Read it, not merely as great literature—
for those who read the Bible just as great
literature really don’t read it at all. Read
it, to paraphrase Bunyan, “ as the one and
only guidebook whom the Lord of the place
whither thou art going hath authorized to
be your help.”
III.

humble ourselves to receive inspiration.
“ If any man w ill do his will, he shall know
of the doctrine.” The Father does indeed
hide things from the proud and reveal them
to the hum bly sincere.
Preacher! Tell your people how Uncle
Bud Robinson learned to read his Bible.
T. C r i c h t o n M i t c h e l l

T ext:
“Because no prophecy ever came
by the impulse of man, but men m oved by
the H oly Spirit spoke from G od” (II Pet.
1:21, R S V ).

The title is borrow ed from
John Bunyan—from his description of the
picture he saw in the House of Interpreter.
It was entitled a “ True Servant o f G od,”
and he described the person thus: “ I saw
a very grave person, eyes lifted to heaven,
the W ord of truth on his lips, THE BEST OF
BOOKS in his hand, the w orld behind his
back, and he stood as if he pleaded with
men.” THE BEST OF BOOKS— the Book
supreme!
I n t r o d u c t io n :

I.

I t Is t h e W o r k o f a M a s t e r A r c h i t e c t .
A. This is made abundantly clear by its
adherence to plan. Here are 66 separate
and distinct books; capable of being sepa
rated and published individually, yet be
longing together like the notes of the clef.
Here are perhaps 40 different authors—
different in birth, circumstance, training,
station in life, eras of history, speaking and
writing in three different languages— some
of them a millennium and a half apart
from each other and in utterly different
cultures and civilizations. There is a M A S
TER MIND at w ork here.

B. The plan is discernible. It is the plan
of redemption for mankind. In the opening
books there is wanted a priest w ho w ill
offer a sufficient and permanent sacrifice
for sin. In the historical books there is
wanted a king after G od’s heart—regal and
royal of heart and soul. In the prophetic
books there is wanted a prophet with a
perfect vision and understanding (cf. I Pet.
1:11-12). And in the progress of time and
revelation w e have “ this man” w ho “ con tinueth ever,” having “an unchangeable
The Nazarene Preacher

priesthood” ; “ Jesus Christ . . . the blessed
and only Potentate, the King of kings, and
Lord of lords” ; w e have “ the prophet and
high priest of our profession” ; and we
m ove from “ Paradise Lost” to “ Paradise
Regained.” God revealed truth in the be
ginning, fuller truth as the ages rolled past,
and complete and final truth in Christ.
II.

It

Is

th e

W ork

o f

an

O m n is c ie n t

S p ir it.

A. A nd this is made abundantly clear by
the w ay in w hich its prophecies are de
livered and fulfilled. G od’s men often pre
dict events far ahead of time, against human
reason, in opposition to the current trends,
and in the teeth of contradiction—and cen
turies after record their fulfillment, or with
a sublime nonchalance leave the reporting
to the secular press! Archaeology is burst
ing at the seams with examples of that.
B. The particular subject matter of Bible
prophecy is the birth, life, death, and resur
rection of Jesus Christ, and the coming of
the H oly Spirit. One apostle was so im 
pressed with this w ork of an Omniscient
Spirit that he cried in ecstasy, “ To him [Je
sus Christ] give all the prophets witness.”
And Jesus himself could expound every
section of the Old Testament in this light
(ef. Luke 24:25 ff.) W hich raises another
point along the same line: i.e., the accep
tance of the Old Testament by Jesus Christ,
w hich is rather a strange thing, to be sure,
for those w ho want to hold to Christ but
are not particular about the Scriptures! (Cf.
Mark 7:13; John 10:35; Matt. 22:29.)
III.

It I s t h e W o r k o f a H o l y a n d E t e r n a l

is a Love Letter from God with my per
sonal address on it. Its theme is the Christ,
who delivers from sin and sinning and
makes ready for heaven, and empowers to
w ork on the earth for righteousness and
true holiness. THE BIBLE WORKS! Read
John W esley’s Preface to the Standard Ser
mons; consider Bible activity in the history
of your nation; consider how the Christ of
the Bible transforms lives known to you;
and, as Mark Antony concluded his speech:
NOW LET IT WORK!
Study it carefully; ponder it prayer
fully;
D eep in your heart let its precepts
dwell.
Slight not its history; ponder its m ys
tery.
None can e'er prize it too fondly or

a’ell.
T.

CHRISTMAS—

The Kernel of Christmas
For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet
for your sake he became poor, so that by
his poverty you might becom e rich ( I I
Cor. 8:9, R S V ).
T ext:

I n t r o d u c t i o n : I had a lovely card last year
—it carried two meaningful verses written
by the sender. The second verse read:

Grant us, good Lord, the pow er to see
What is the kernel, what the polished
shell;
G ive us the grace to grasp eternity
And let Thy Spirit richly in us dwell.
(J. Ford)

God.

This is seen in its attitude toward sin—
the Bible is dead set against sin. It is very
truly the H O LY BOOK. Cheap fiction
parades sin; the classics palliate sin; the
Bible proscribes sin — a l l sin, and sin
everyw here,
and sin in e v e r y f o r m , and
sin in a l l m e n . Now Marx, Engels, Shaw,
or w h o-h av e-you , do not do that. One can
be a very close student and admirer of any
one of them and not be bothered at all
by his sin. But the sincere man reading
his Bible w ill either soon quit reading it
or seek a cure for his sin.
IV. It Is t h e W o r k o f a R e d e e m i n g G o d .
A nd this is seen by its pow er in the lives
of those w ho obey its message—in the lives
of men and nations the H oly Spirit has de
livered and blessed through the message
and meaning of this BEST OF BOOKS. It
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C r ic h t o n M it c h e l l

The shell and the kernel, the husk and
the heart, the chaff and the wheat— and the
pow er to know the difference! That’s what
is in this text. Knowledge through heart
experience, not mental reasoning; the grace
—that is, the unmerited and spontaneous
love of Jesus—but also the graciousness of
grace; a linking together of the name of
His lordship and that of His humanity. He
W AS; He BECAME; that vou might BE
COME.
I.

H e W a s R ic h

Again and again in His earthly life Jesus
turned to recapture something of His native
37

air. Again and again the words of memory
are heard. He speaks of the w orld He
knew: “ In m y Father’s house” ; of the re
lationships He knew: “The angels do always
behold the face of m y Father” ; of the
glory He knew: “ The glory w hich I had
with thee before the w orld was” ; o f the re
sources He knew: “ Where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through . . .” He spoke of that
w orld to His enemies: “ Before Abraham
was, I am” ; to Nicodemus:
. . the Son of
man which is in heaven” ; to His disciples:
“ I came forth from the Father, and am
come into the w orld.” And to the eternal
Father: “ Thou lovedst me before the fou n 
dation of the world.” He was rich.
II.

H e B ecam e P oor

“He wished to becom e poor for a time for
you in order that you might becom e par
takers of His everlasting riches. Moreover,
it is not said that He became poor when He
had been rich—but He assumed poverty,
yet did not lose His riches. Inwardly He
was rich; outwardly He was poor. His
deity was hidden in His riches, His man
hood was apparent in His poverty” (H ervetius). He was “pleased as man with men
to dwell.” Richer than the richest, He be
came poorer than the poorest. Only the
Cross was His own. He borrow ed the
tomb. The purpose of His birth was His
death; there was a cross before there was a
manger. He redeemed humanity from w ith
in. He was rich—He became poor.
III.

T h a t Y e M ig h t B e c o m e R ic h

Without Him the richest is poor indeed.
That “ you might becom e rich.” And how
rich? Before His birth His mother sang,
“He hath filled the hungry with good
things.” A nd after His death His disciple
said, “ Of his fulness have all we received.”
That “ you might BECOME.” Paul could
have stopped right there, for there are many
of us who live stunted, shrivelled lives b e 
cause w e w ill not receive the riches of His
grace. The kernel of Christmas is that “ you
might becom e rich,” as He was in the
days of His poverty. Rich in grace, rich
in faith, rich in peace, rich in resources for
life’s mastery. That we might be numbered
among those who, although poor, yet make
many rich.
Jesus
lo o k s
on
our
tinsel
trappings and cello-tapings and s a y s , “ I
counsel you to buy o f Me gold that w ill
not tarnish, peace that w ill not wilt, love
C o n c l u s io n :
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that cannot fail, hope that never dis
appoints.” A ll things are yours, whether
the world, life, death, things present, past,
or future, because you “ are Christ’s, and
Christ is G od’s.”
T. C h r i c h t o n M i t c h e l l

CHRISTMAS—

"They Offered Him Gifts"
T e x t : Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts (Matt. 2:11, R S V ).

A m ong those lovely greet
ings one reads on some Christmas cards I
read the follow ing some years ago:
“ They CA M E” . . . wise men!
“ They S A W ” . . . wise men!
“ T hey WORSHIPPED” . . . wise
men!

I n t r o d u c t io n :

And w e add this other statement which
might perhaps relate the Christmas story to
the kind of offerings we make to Jesus
Christ Sunday by Sunday.
I. “ They offered him gifts” that had been
w ell PREPARED.
They left nothing to chance. Perhaps
they w ere Babylonians, and if so w ere used
to giving one-tenth of their incom e to their
god and of making gifts that spoke of real
devotion. Remember, there is not a w ord in
the story to suggest wealth, except their
gifts.
Our gifts should be prayerfully prepared.
A t no time should w e offer less than the
best to Jesus Christ.
II. “ They offered him gifts” that had been
w ell PROTECTED.
The Christmas hym n probably puts it
best: “Bearing gifts, w e travel afar.” And
it was no easy journey in the days o f the
robbers. Such a convoy w ould attract at
tention, but they arrived with their gifts
intact.
Let us guard our gifts from (1) personal
need, (2) personal greed, (3) carelessness
(cf. Gen. 15:7-14). Let us beat off the
vultures as did Abraham and protect our
gifts.
III. “ They offered him
beautifully PRESENTED.

gifts

that

were
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Some people are all for stark utility in
presentation as in preparation. But w e can
also make beautiful the presentation of our
gifts. I am all for the nice wrappings!
H ow beautifully God gave His unspeakable
Gift! Perhaps that’s what gives Alabaster
giving its power.
IV. ‘‘ T hey offered him gifts’’ that made a
much needed PROVISION.
O f course they w ere not to know about
the long jou rney of the H oly Family, nor
the need involved. But God is always be
forehand in these matters. And Jesus is
still traveling to the ends of the earth in
persons of His servants. He is not fleeing
this time, but marching. There’s a war on!
He needs our offerings and our gifts. We
are not giving to a church, nor to a cause,
but to Jesus Christ.
Take m y silver and m y gold—
N ot a m ite would I withhold.
T.

IV.

T h i s G if t S h o u l d B e A ccepted G r a t e 

fully.

The Africans, I am told, when most grate
fu l for a gift, w ill take it with both hands.
A nd certainly both of our hands are empty
enough to take this gift. “Nothing in m y
hands I bring; simply to Thy cross I cling.”
V.

T h is

G if t M u s t B e L o v in g l y U sed.

We must not thwart the grace of God by
sealing up His mercy. “Let him that heareth
say, Come”—For:
VI.

T h is

G if t

C an

Be

E n dlessly

S hared.

God’s gift creates in the heart of the re
ceiver a compulsion to share. It imparts the
prerogative of love—to give and give and
give, w hich is really what Paul has just
been writing about (vv. 10-14).
T . C r ic h t o n M it c h e l l

C r ic h t o n M it c h e l l

CHRISTM AS/HOLINESS MESSAGE
CHRISTM AS—

The Incarnation
and the Life of Holiness

"Just What I Wanted"

Rom. 8:1-4, RSV
Here is a breathtakingly
thrilling scripture. It is also a “ kernel”
scripture. It c o n t a i n s a full statement
about Christ as G od’s mighty Answ er to
our desperate depravity. A t the center it is
the presentation of (1) a mighty AC T—in
deed an almighty act: God has done what
the law could not do; (2) a mighty
FACT: He condemned sin in the flesh in
order that . . . ; (3) a mighty PACT: Walk
in the Spirit; set your minds on the things
o f the Spirit.
The section is perhaps even more obvious
ly full as a statement of the purpose of
the Incarnation than even John 3:16.
T ext:

Thanks be to God for his in expres
sible gift! (II Cor. 9:15, RSV)

T ext:

The little boy thanked his maiden aunt
for the Christmas gift of a pincushion:
“ Just what I wanted—but not very m uch!”
G od’s gift is just what w e needed— a
Savior and Friend.
I.

T h is

G if t F u l l y E x p r e s s e s t h e

G iv e r .

Jesus said, “ He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father,” in every w ay that affects
our need and salvation. God is like Jesus
Christ.
II.

I n t r o d u c t io n :

T h i s G i f t P e r f e c t l y S u i t s t h e R e c e iv e r .

Charles Spurgeon had an acrostic that
said, “ Jesus Exactly Suits Us Sinners.” He
is all I need—A LL, A L L I need.

I. L i f e i n P r e d i c a m e n t : “ The law of sin
and death” . . . “ weakened b y the flesh”
(cf. 7:25).

III.

G iv e r .

II. L i f e i n P e r f e c t i o n : “His ow n Son in
the likeness o f sinful flesh.”

“ God was in Christ, reconciling the w orld
unto himself.” The unspeakable Gift brings
God into the human situation and lifts b e 
lieving men into the divine life.

Paul does not mean to im ply that Christ
was either unreal or sinful (He was neither,
as reference to the Cross show s), but that
here was the H O LY LIFE at its most per-

T h i s G i f t C l o s e l y R e l a t e s R e c e iv e r t o
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feet and its highest. This life makes holiness
positive, beautiful, and desirable.
III. L i f e a s P u r c h a s e d : “A nd for sin.” God
SENT the Son, and God SACRIFICED the
Son (cf. 3:25).
The Cross was in the cradle, and the
Cross was to redeem us from the curse of
the law.
IV. L i f e a s P o s s i b l e : “In order th a t. . . fu l
filled in us” . . . life in the Spirit.
The life as revealed in Christ’s walk is
the life to which He has redeemed us by
His blood. This is the possible life. “He
who says he abides in him ought to walk
in the same w ay in w hich he w alked”
(I John 2:6, R SV; cf. 3 :3 ). He hath left us
an ensample, that w e “ should follow his
steps; who did no sin” (A S V ).
V. L i f e a s P r o m i s e d : “ According to the
Spirit” (cf. vv. 11-17).
The holy life made so desirable and beau
tiful b y “ His ow n Son” is likewise made
possible b y His death and resurrection. It
is available to living faith, and is the w ork
of the H oly Spirit.
It is a very great marvel that w e are
so moderate in availing ourselves of the
promises of God, all of w hich are in Jesus.
T. C r i c h t o n M i t c h e l l

|

By Ross E. Price*

What Does St. Paul's Greek Teach Us
About "the Old Man"?
(Article 11 in a series)
A t last, w e have now backed up to the
real starting place for any foundation of
doctrine—a faithful exegesis of the original
language in w hich the revelation came to
us. This, our highest hurdle, we have pu r
posely delayed until this point in our dis•District Superintendent, R ocky Mountain D is
trict.
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cussion, recognizing that not all ministers
have a w orking knowledge of the Greek.
Y et it is the Greek that clinches the nail in
a sure place. It w ill be a bit distressing to
any w ho know Greek if we transliterate,
but for the sake of those w ho are not Greek
scholars (and the typesetters), w e shall do
so. Let us begin with Rom. 6:6. It reads:
touto gindskontes, hoti ho palaios hemon
anthropos sunestaurothe, hina katargethe to
soma tes hamartias, tou m eketi douleuein
hemas te hamartia.
K now ing this, that our old man has been
crucified with (H im ), in order that the body
of the sin principle may be destroyed, so
that w e should no longer be the slaves of
the sin principle.—R. E. P.
Let us now analyze the Greek. Touto
gindskontes is the present active participle,
nominative masculine plural, of the verb
ginosko, “ I know,” preceded by the accusa
tive neuter singular of the demonstrative
pronoun, houtos, “ this thing.” Hence the
apostle affirms that w e know, perceive and
understand this truth, which he then pro
ceeds to state.
Hoti, “ that.” This conjunction acts also
as quotation marks (in the Greek idiom)
to introduce and specify the truth w hich the
apostle now immediately states.
Ho palaios hem on anthropos sunestaurothe,
“ the old man of us has been crucified to
gether with [h im ].” Here the phrase for
“ the old man,” ho palaios anthropos, appears
with the possessive genitive plural pronoun,
hemon, “ our,” standing in the midst of it
in what w e call the attributive position.
Sunestaurothe, “ has been crucified with.”
This verb stands in the aorist indicative
passive third person singular form. Its aorist
tense is the Greek w ay of indicating punctiliar (at a point, or m om entary) action,
since the Greek is m ore interested in “kind
o f action” than it is “ time of action.” This
is what may be called the “ snapshot tense.”
The verb is a compound of the Greek prepo
sition sun, “ together with,” and the verb
stauroo, w hich means, in its original sense,
“ to fix or drive stakes.” In the passive
voice it means “ to be cut off by a violent
death.” Hence the derivative meaning “ to
crucify, to m ortify,” in the active sense, and
“ to becom e dead,” in the passive sense. Now,
as Burton reminds us, this aorist tense is
to be translated by the perfect tense in Eng
lish, since the act specified is simple and
definite.1 And, although crucifixion may be
a lingering death, Paul avoids the use of a
linear tense here for extended action ex
pressly to let us know that he looks upon
this crucifixion of “ our old man” as a simThe Nazarene Preacher

pie, definite act done once for all, not as a
process, but rather as a spiritual crisis.
A. T. Robertson’s comment on Gal. 5:24,
where again the w ord for “ crucify” is in
this aorist tense, is: “Emphasizing the com 
pleteness of the extermination of this evil
force and the guarantee of victory over
one’s passions and dispositions toward evil.” 2
In his notations on Rom. 6:6, this same w rit
er says: “ Our old man . . . was crucified
with him. This took place not at baptism, but
only pictured there. It took place when we
died to sin.” :l We must treat this more fully
later.
Hina katargethe, “ in order that it might
be destroyed.” Here w e have the Greek
conjunction hina, “that,” or “ in order that,”
plus the aorist passive subjective third per
son singular of the verb katargeo, “ to render
powerless, to destroy, annihilate, to bring to
an end, to abrogate,” 4 used (grammarians
call this the telic use of hina) in a purpose
clause. It thus expresses the reason for
which the old man is crucified. “ In order
that it might be destroyed”—what be d e
stroyed? To soma tes hamartias, “ the body
of the sin principle.” Note the repetition of
the definite article with each w ord here
(to and tes). This places the term for sin
(hamartia) in the attributive position. Note
also Paul’s use of the definite article (tes)
with the w ord for sin (hamartia) in the
singular, thus indicating, not acts of sin
(for w hich Paul would have used the plural
of the w ord for sin), but the principle of
sin (for which he specificially uses the
singular). We should not overlook the very
striking fact that Paul uses the Greek noun
for sin (hamartia) 36 times between Rom. 5:
12 and Rom. 8:10. In 29 of these instances it
has the definite article (the) before it, and
appears in the singular number. Now 16 of
the w orld’s most brilliant commentators
agree that when he so uses it the apostle
would indicate thereby, not the plural acts
of sin (sins), but the singular principle of
sin (S IN ). And, as Lange observes, “ If this
pow er is to be broken, the body of sin must
be crucified.” 5 F or the activity of the sin
principle ceases only when it is crucified to
death. But he w ho wears the body of the
sin principle is our old man.
The next clause opens with the Greek
article ( tou) in the genitive case and acting
as a pointer toward the clause that follows
it, specifying epexegetically the consequence
and result of the aforementioned destruction
of the body of the sin principle. In other
words, it covers the whole o f the clause that
follows, making it spell out the result of the
destruction of the body of the sin principle.0
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This is “no longer” (m eketi) “ to enslave”
(cf. douleuein, articular infinitive, used
epexegetically)7 “ us” (hemas, plural first
person pronoun in the accusative case of
general reference, hence the direct object of
the infinitive) to (te hamartia) “ the sin
principle” (article and noun in the case
called “the dative of advantage,” and singu
lar in num ber). Hence when the body of
the sin principle is destroyed, that same sin
principle no longer holds the advantage over
us by reason of its enslaving powers. We
do no longer “ go on being” the slaves of
SIN (the present tense indicates linear or
ongoing action usually).
Full well, then, does Lange observe that
“ the Christian dies to sin by being crucified
with Christ.” 8 Hence the apostle adds: “For
he who has died off has been acquitted from
the sin principle” (Rom. 6:7, R. E. P .).
We shall substantiate this article with
quotations from several of the leading ex egetes in the next article. Thereafter w e can
give our attention to the other Pauline ref
erences to the old man in Col. 3:9 and Eph.
4:22.
’ Ernest DeW itt Burton, Galatians (International
Critical C om m entary), pp. 319-20.
2A . T. Robertson. Word Pictures in the New
Testament, IV, 313.
:lIbid., p. 362.
"Liddell and Scott tell us that katargeo in the
passive v oice means “ to be abolished.”
5John Peter Lange, “ Ephesians” ( Comm entary
on H oly S criptures), p. 204.
“Cf. Dana & Mantey, Manual Grammar o f the
G reek NT, paragraphs 146 ff.
7Cf. H. V. P. Nunn, A Short Syntax o f New
Testament G reek, paragraph 178.
'Lange, op. cit., p. 204.

GLEANINGS
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from the Greek
By Ralph Earle*
I Tim . 6:12-21
“Profession” or “Confession”?
“Profession” (v. 12) and “ confession” (v.
13) are exactly the same in Greek. Con
sistency would seem to suggest that we use
the same translation in both cases, but
w hich is better?
The word is homologia. In the K JV it is
translated “profession” everywhere else in
the N ew Testament (Heb. 3:1; 4:14; 10:23;
♦Professor o f New Testament, Nazarene T heo
logical Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.
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cf. II Cor. 9:13). The cognate verb hom ologeo ( “professed,” v. 12) occurs 23 times
in the New Testament. In the K JV it is
rendered “ confess” 17 times, “profess” three
times, and once each “promise” (Matt. 14:
7), “ give thanks” (Heb. 13:15), and “ con
fession is made” (Rom. 10:10).
The literal meaning of the verb is “ say
the same thing” (leg o-h om os), and so
“ agree with, assent.” In John 1:20 it clearly
means not to deny but “ to declare.” In
Matt. 14:7 it suggests “not to refuse,” and
so “ to promise.”
Thayer points out the basic difference
between “ confess” and “profess” by calling
attention to their roots in Latin. Profiteor
means “ to declare openly and voluntarily,”
confiteor “ to declare fu lly”— “im plying the
yielding or change of one’s conviction”
(p. 446). So one professes his faith but
confesses his sin. Arndt and Gingrich
think that the meaning here is “ bear testi
mony to a conviction.” They would trans
late the combination of verb and noun in
verse 12, “make the good profession of
faith.” They go on to say, “ Jesus, the
first Christian martyr . . . bore witness to
the same good profession of faith vs. 13.”
In Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament, M ichel notes that the
Greek sense of the verb is “ to state solemn
ly,” “ to affirm,” “ to attest”
(V, 207).
He says that it signifies “ a solemn declar
ation of faith in the Christian sense of
proclamation.”
M ichel also has some helpful observations
about the noun. He writes: “ Homo logia
implies consent to some thing felt to be
valid, and in such a way that it is follow ed
by definite resolve and action, by ready
attachment to a cause. The aim in h om ologia is not a theoretical agreement which
does not commit us, but acceptance of a
common cause” (p. 200). With regard to
our passage he comments: “ Just because
Timothy has made this binding confession
he is committed to passing on the procla
mation, keeping the commandment and
walking without blame until Christ is man
ifested” (p. 211). He also holds that the
reference here is to Tim othy’s ordina
tion, when the young preacher made a good
confession before the congregation (p. 216).
Others think it refers to the time of his
baptism.
Which shall it be, “ confession” or “p ro
fession” ? The choice is difficult. W ey
mouth and M offatt have “ confession,” but
Goodspeed has “profession.” H ow ever most
of the recent versions agree on “ confes
sion” (A SV , RSV, NASB, NEB). The ma
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jority o f the best commentators support
this.
“Spot” or “Stain” ?
“Without spot” (v. 14) is a single w ord
in Greek, the negative adjective aspilos.
Spilos is defined as “ spot” or “ stain.” But
since “ spot” is used in many ways con 
noting both good and bad, it is better to
adopt “ stain” here. Tim othy is to keep his
life unstained by evil.
“Potentate” or “Sovereign”?
The Greek w ord is dynastes (v. 15), from
w hich w e get “ dynasty.” Literally it means
“ the one w ho can do something” (from
dynamai, “ I am able” ). Grundmann (Kittel,
II, 286) writes: “ It was used from an early
period for ‘ruler,’ ‘the one w ho is pow erful,’
‘the one w ho exercises authority and
rule.’ ”
The w ord occurs only three times in the
New Testament, with three different con 
notations. In Luke 1:52 it is used for
“ rulers.” In Acts 8:27 it describes a court
official. But here it clearly refers to God,
w ho is the “ Sovereign” of the universe.
“Immortality”
Tw o Greek w ords are translated “im 
mortality” in the New Testament. In this
p a s s a g e (v. 16) it is athanasia, which
literally means “deathlessness.” It occurs
only here and in I Cor. 15:53-54.
The other w ord is aphtharsia, “incorrupt
ibility.” Only twice is it translated “ im 
mortality” (Rom. 2:7; II Tim. 1:10). Four
times it is rendered “ incorruption” and
twice “ sincerity.” The English adjective
“ immortal” is found only once (I Tim. 1:17),
though the Greek original, aphthartos, is
given its m ore literal translation in half a
dozen other passages. The two nouns seem
to be used interchangeably by Paul in his
great treatise on the Resurrection (I Corin
thians 15). There athanasia is found in
verses 53 and 54, aphtharsia in verse 42,
50, 53, and 54.
“Unapproachable”
“ Which no man can approach unto” is all
one w ord in Greek, aprositos. It simply
means “ unapproachable.” Paul probably
had in mind the experience of Moses (Exod.
33:20).
“Highminded”
The compound verb hypselophroneo (v.
17) is found only here in the New Testa
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ment. E. K. Simpson (Pastoral Epistles,
p. 90) calls it “ a compound probably of
Pauline mintage.” The more common Greek
term o f that day was m egalophroneo. Both
mean “ haughty, arrogant, proud.” Bernard
comments: “ The pride of purse is not only
vulgar, it is sinful” (CGT, Pastoral Epistles,
P. 101).
“Trust in Uncertain Riches”
The G reek says, “ Set their hope on the
uncertainty o f riches.” The w ord for “ un
certainty,” adelotes, occurs only here in the
New Testament. There is nothing in this
life m ore uncertain than riches, as many
men have found to their sorrow.
“Distribute . . . Communicate”
Both the G reek w ords (v. 18) are found
only here in the N ew Testament. They
are adjectives, introduced by einai, “ to be.”
The first, eum etadotos, “ is best rendered
‘ready to impart’ ” (M oulton and Milligan,
VGT, p. 263). Thayer adds to this “ liberal,”
whereas A rndt and Gingrich simply give
“ generous.” The second, koinonikos, comes
from koinos, “ common.” It is related to
koinonia, “fellowship.” In classical Greek
it first meant “ sociable, ready and apt to
form and maintain communion and fe l
lowship,” and then “ inclined to make others
sharers in one’s possessions, inclined to im 
part, free in giving, liberal” (T h a y er).
Bernard suggests that the second adjective
“ seems to express a wider idea” than the
first, and adds: “A s is often the case, the
larger w ord is placed second, b y w ay of
explanation; a kind heart as w ell as a
generous hand is demanded of the rich”
(p. 102). L ock spells it out a little more
fully. He says that the distinction between
the adjectives is either “ quick to give away
to others in charity . . . and ready to share
with one’s friends that which is one’s own,”
or “ eum etadotos, of action, ‘open-handed’
. . . koinonikos, of dem eanour and temper,
‘gracious,’ with true sense of human fe l
lowship, the antithesis o f hypselophronein”
(Pastoral Epistles, ICC, pp. 74-75). Since
God is so rich toward us (v. 17), w e should
be rich toward others.
Probably the best translation of the latter
half of verse 18 is “ to be generous and
ready to share” (N A S B ).
“Laying Up in Store”
This is all one w ord in Greek, the par
ticiple apot)iesaurizontas (v. 19). It comes
from thesauros, w hich first meant “ a trea
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sury” and then “ a treasure.” The idea here
is evidently that by giving generously peo
ple w ill be “ storing up for themselves
the treasure of a good foundation for the
future” (N A SB ).
“Eternal” or “Indeed”?
The best Greek text has “ that which is
life indeed” rather than “ eternal life.” The
correct wording obviously has great hom iletical possibilities.
“Guard the Deposit”
That is the simple Greek for “ Keep that
which is committed to thy trust” (v. 20).
The expression is found again in II Tim.
1:12, 14 (the only other places where paratheke, “ deposit,” occurs in N T ). This de
posit was the truth of the gospel, to be
guarded against heresies.
“Oppositions”
The Greek w ord is antithesis (only
here in N T ), w hich literally means “placed
over against.” The best translation is “ con
tradictions” (R S V ) or “ opposing arguments”
(N A S B ).
“Science Falsely So Called”
The use of the w ord “ science” here is
obviously incorrect. The Greek has gnosis,
“ knowledge.” Science is only a part of
human knowledge. Paul was not antiscientific!
“ Falsely so called” is one w ord in Greek.
pseudonym os (cf. pseudonym ), found only
here in the New Testament. It literally
means “ falsely named.” The reference is
probably to the false claims of the Gnostics
that they had the true gnosis. With them
“ knowledge” was the key word. They
found contradictions between the Old Tes
tament and the New, as elaborated in M arcion’s famous second-century work, A nti
theses. But this does not mean, as some
older critics claimed, that the Pastoral
Epistles were written later than Marcion’s
time. Now w e know that Gnosticism had
already penetrated Judaism before the time
of Christ.
Hort, however, feels that the primary
reference here is to “ the endless contrast
of decisions, founded on endless distinc
tions, w hich played so large a part in the
casuistry of the scribes as interpreters of
the law” (Judaintie Christianity, p. 140,
quoted approvingly by both Bernard and
L o c k ).
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CHRISTMAS COMMANDMENTS
X. Thou shalt do honour to Christ, the
Lord, on Christmas.
2. Thou shalt not spend and be spent
before Christmas until thy m oney is all
gone and thy strength is all gone, and
thou comest to the day bow ed in w eari
ness, debts, and regrets.
3. Thou shalt not take the Christ out of
Christmas.
4. Rem em ber Christmas Day to make it
holy.
5. Thou shalt make Christmas D ay a
hom e day, when they fam ily gatherest to
gether and fam ily fellowship takes prece
dence over all; when father and mother,
and brother and sister are m ore closely
bound in Christian love.
6. Thou shalt not fuss and stew.
7. Thou shalt not give to anyone more
than thou art able.
8. Thou shalt not forget the needy.
9. Thou shalt declare, “ M erry Christ
mas,” to thy neighbor and mean it.
10. Thou shalt so conduct thy life dur
ing Christmas that there w ill be no hang
over—either mental or physical, moral or
spiritual, or financial, for the Lord w ill not
hold him guiltless who lives this day in
vain.
From Southern Californian

WHO ARE THE WISE MEN?
Who were the wise men in the long
ago?
Not Herod, fearful lest he lost his
throne;
Not Phai'isees too proud, to claim
their own;

Not priests and scribes whose prov
ince was to know;
Not money-changers running to and
fro—
But three who traveled, weary
and alone,
With dauntless faith, because be
fore them shone
The star that led them to a manger
low.
Who are the wise men now, when
all is told?
Not men of science; not the great
and strong;
Not those who wear a kingly
diadem;
Not those whose eager hands pile
high the gold—
But those amid the tumult and
the throng
Who follow still the star of Bethle
hem.
— B. Y . W i l l i a m s
Wollaston, Mass., Newsletter
Gordon Wetmore, pastor

YOUR CHRISTMAS PLANS
YOUR CARDS— Make them Christian
cards.
YOUR GIFTS— Make them gifts of love.
YOUR WORSHIP— Make it of God, not
things.
YOUR FAM ILY— Make them happy, not
haggard.
YOUR CHURCH— Make it your center
of light.
YOUR PRAYERS— Pray for peace on
earth.
YOUR DINNER— A feast of thankful
ness.
YOUR OFFERING— For God and others.
YOUR CHRIST— Make Him Master of
your life.
YOUR LIFE— Lived for God’s glory.

A harried mother says that at Christ
mastime the kids hang up their stock
ings. After that it’s a full year before
any one of them hangs up anything
again.
The Nazarene Preacher
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Isbell, Chas. D., Is Your Greek Getting Rusty? Jn-12

J
Jauncey, James H., The Psychological Argument Against
Promiscuity, Jn-7
Jenkins, O rville W., A Growing Church, F - l; When Should
a Pastor Move? N - l
Johnson, Mrs. B. Edgar (See The Preacher's Wife.)

Kratzer, Raymond C. (See Adm inistration— The Mechanics of
the M inistry.)

L
D
Deal, Wm. S., How to Have a M agnificent
Your Revival, My-6
Dobson, J. C., Cliches and Sacred Concepts, 0-6
Du Bois, Lauriston J., The Long Walk, M-13

" F a ilu r e "

in

E
Earle, Ralph, M inistry in the New Testament, J-1 5 (Also see
B ib lica l Studies— Gleanings from the Greek.)
Ely, Wallace A., Pastors Must Relate Themselves to Their
Sunday Schools, N-15

F
F errioli, R. J., Challenging the Sm all Church, S-12
Finley, Harvey E., M inistry in the Old Testament, J-12
Foltz, John C., A Big God Makes Problems Sm all, My-14
Ford, Jack, The Role of Wesley's Successors in the Modern
World, J 1-4; Au-4
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Lanpher, Wilson R., A Prayer for Pastors, J-5
Larson, Joseph T., The Attractiveness of Gospel Songs, N-9
Lawlor, Edward, Four Young Men, S - l
Leffel, Richard, Performance Is the Proof (sermon), F-37
Lewis, V. H., Responsibility, Au-1

M
Marvin, Lee, The Queen Makes a Sacrifice, F-33
May, John W., The World of John Wesley Jones, D.D., My9, JI-10
McConnell, Frank, A Home-Going Pastor Makes for a ChurchGoing People, S-16
McCullough, Geneva, My Quiet Time, Au-33
M ickel, Ralph A ., "In These Times . . . God Is A b le / ' 0-4
M itchell, T. Crichton (See Tim ely Outlines under Sermonic
Studies.)

N
Nees, Tom, The Image of the Nazarene Preacher, Au-7
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C
Price, Ross E.

(See Doctrinal Studies.)

R
Roland, Mrs. Frankie, The Kingly Way, 0-33; Thy Speech
Betrayeth Thee, Au-35

Certainties of Easter (sermon), James F. Ballew, M -35
Challenging the Sm all Church, Ralph J. Fe rrioli, S-12
Church Finances, Raymond C. Kratzer, F-15, M -15, A -10
Church in the House (sermon), A, James F. Ballew, JI-35
Cliches and Sacred Concepts, J . C. Dobson, 0-6
Commercialism, Communism, and Creches (editorial), D-2
Contact Dynamics, R. C. Kratzer, Jn-14
Correct Prayer Form, A lvin R. A lle r, 0-42

S
Self, Wm. A., Laymen's Sunday Fosters Christian Faith, S-15
Sparks, Carlos H., Are You Throwing Good Sermons in the
Trash? A-8; "The Reverend M r. M ayor," JI-9
Stowe, Eugene L., " . . . a Time to Preach/' 0-1; Prepara
tion for the M inistry, J - l

T
Taylor, Richard S. (See Editorials and Among Ourselves.)
Thomas, J. Melton, "Y ou Do Understand?" Au-10
Tromble, Wm. W., The Pastor and Music, N-4

V
Vanderpool, D. I., Don't Be a Quitter, D - l; Paul's Guideposts, M - l

W
Wallace, J. C., The Evangelist Who Had a Friend, My-16
Wallace, W. H., One Man's Breakthrough, S-4
White, Donald R., M inisters and Their Housing, Au-15
Wilcox, Vernon L., A Threefold Exhortation, Jn-35
Williamson, G. B., Dare to Be Different, A - l
Willingham, T. W., A Strange but Needed Admonition, A -6
Wordsworth, E. E., The M inister a t Work and Play, Jn-10

Y
Young, Samuel, The Finishing Line, J l - l

Titles
(Items in capitals refer to departments.)

A
ADMINISTRATIO N
Ely, Wallace A., Pastors Must Relate Themselves to Their
Sunday Schools, N-15
Kratzer, Raymond C., Mechanics of the M inistry: Attendance
Insights, D-15; Church Finances, F-15, M -15, A-10; Con
tact Dynamics, Ju-14; Impact of Words, S-13; Music in
the Church, N-7; Preaching Program, Au-12
White, Donald R., M inisters and Their Housing, Au-15
Ambidextrous Preacher, The (editorial), 0-2
AMONG O URSELVES (inside back cover, a ll issues)
An Analysis of Revival, Lawrence H. Bone, N-12
Any Load, Anytime, Any Distance (sermon), James F. B al
lew, Au-35
Are You Throwing Good Sermons in the Trash? Carlos H.
Sparks, A-8
Attendance Insights, R. C. Kratzer, D-15
Attractiveness of Gospel Songs, Joseph T. Larson, N -9

B
Bethlehem's Promise of Peace (editorial), D-3
B IB LIC AL STUDIES
Gleanings from the Greek, Ralph Earle, I Tim . 2:11— 3:2,
F-36;
3:2-3,
M -38;
3:4-16,
A -3 7;
4:1-6,
My39; 4:7-16, Jn-38; 5:1-9, JI-40; 5:10-16, Au-37; 5:
17-25, S-35; 6:1-6, 0-36; 6:7-12, N-38; 6:12-21, D-41
Big God Makes Problems Sm all, A, John C. Foltz, My-14
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Dare to Be Different, G. B. W illiam son, A - l
DIRECTORY OF RETIRED M IN ISTER S, Jn-30
Disguised Legalism (editorial), S-3
Dividing-the-Audience Technique, Vernon T. Groves, M - l l
Do You Have a Samuel in Your Church? R. H. Green, D - l l
DOCTRINAL STUDIES
Corey, Thomas L., The Significance of the M iracles of
Jesus, My-38
Price, Ross E., Does Man Have a Nature? JI-38; Croskery's Homily on the Transition from the Old Man to
the New Man, Jn-36; Further Insights
from the Ex
positors, My-37; How Have Some of the Exegetes Iden
tifie d the Old Man? M -37; Is the Old Man Merely a
Temporal Somewhat? 0-35; M aclaren's Observations on
the New Man, Au-39; How Do Plymouth Brethren, Keswicks, and Counter-Actionists View the Old Man? S36; So What About the Old Man? N-37; What Does
St. P au l's Greek Teach Us About the Old Man? D-40;
W ith What Do You Identify the Old Man? F-35
Don't Be a Quitter, D. I. Vanderpool, D - l
Don't Overlook the Gospel Positives! R. E. Baker, N-10

E
EDITORIALS— Richard S. Taylor
Ambidextrous Preacher, The, 0-2; Bethlehem's Promise of
Peace, D-3; Commercialism, Communism, and Creches, D2; Disguised Legalism, 5-3; Does Anyone Else Feel This
Way About It? My-3; Doing the D evil's Work on Church
Pay, F-2; Emotional Cost of Integrity, Au-2; Fishing Sea
son, My-2; Heart Reverence— and Good Manners Too,
M -2; How Does the Call Come? J-3 ; Justifying Our De
nominational Separateness, J 1-2; Protecting Those Study
Hours, 0-3; Should Preachers Dabble in Stocks? S-2; Some
Random Thoughts on Christian Education, A-2; Steward
ship of Christian Social Concern, F-2; Stoking the Thanks
giving Offering, N-3; Twenty-five Fruitfu l Years, J-2 ; Why
the Crisis Must Be Urged, M -2; Why Music in the Church?
N-2; Youth's Final Court of Appeal, Au-3
EDITORIALS, GUEST
Benner, Hugh C., Revival Essentials: Prayer AND People,
My-1
Coulter, George, In Demand A fter 50? Jn-1
Jenkins, O rville W., A Growing Church, F - l; When Should
a Pastor Move? N - l
Lawlor, Edward, Four Young Men, S - l
Lewis, V. H., Responsibility, Au-1
Stowe, Eugene L., " . . .
a Time to P re a ch/' 0-1;
Preparation for the M inistry, J - l
Vanderpool, D. I., Paul's Guideposts, M - l; Don't Be a
Quitter, D -l
William son, G. B., Dare to Be Different, A - l
Young, Samuel, The Finishing Line, J l - l
"Em ancipation of Obedience, The," Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson,
S-33
Emotional Cost of Integrity, The (editorial), Au-2
Equipping M inistry, The, Wm. M. Greathouse, J-6
Evangelist Who Had a Friend, The, J. C. Wallace, My-16

Facing Life's Central Test (sermon), James F. Ballew, J-34
Famous B ritish Preachers on Holiness, H. K. Bedwell, G.
Campbell Morgan, M -4; Chas. Haddon Spurgeon, A-4;
Robert Murray McCheyne, My-4
Father Image in the Pastor, The, M ilto n Harrington, D-13
Finishing Line, The, Samuel Young, J l - l
Fishing Season (editorial), My-2
For Me to Live Is Christ, James F. Ballew, My-35
Four Young Men, Edward Lawlor, S - l

Gleanings from the Greek, Ralph Earle (See B ib lica l Studies.)
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Home-Going Pastor Makes for a Church-Going People, A,
Frank McConnell, S-16
How Does the Call Come? (editorial), J-3
How to Have a M agnificent "F a ilu re " in Your Revival, Wm.
S. Deal, My-6
How to Teach Stewardship, Paul Bassett, F - l l
HYMN OF TH E MONTH
Christ, the Lord, Is Risen Today, M -44
Fairest Lord Jesus, A-43
Faith of Our Fathers, F-44
Jesus Shall Reign, Jn-43
0 God, Our Help in Ages Past, J-45
0 Jesus, I Have Promised, My-43
0 Zion, Haste, Au-44
Tell Me the Stories of Jesus, S-43
There's a wideness, N-44
This Is My Father's World, JI-44

I
ID EAS TH AT WORK
Bedwell, H. K., The Power of Unity, JI-44
Davis, T. Larry, Two M arriage Certificates, N-43
Eye, Thelma, Servicemen's Day, 0-43
Gallup, E. J., Our Training Chapel, S-43
Hicks, Lawrence B., Lay Revival Boosting, F-44
Huffman, W. D., How to Review the Pastor's Salary,
A-42
Hutchens, Michael, The Church That Needs No Money, Jn-43
Moore, M ark E., Increasing the Thanksgiving Offering, N-43
Moore, M ark F., Seeking the Lost Coin, J-45
Pike, Chester, How I Faced This Problem, M-44
Sparks, Carlos, Introducing the Church, My-43
W illiam s, Roger M., Using D aily Work Slips, A-42
If You Can't Add— Don't Subtract, W. Herman Burton,
My-11
Image of the Nazarene Preacher, The, Tom Nees, Au-7
Impact of Words, The, Raymond C. Kratzer, S-13
In Demand A fter 50? George Coulter, Jn-1
"In These Times . . . God Is A b le / ' Ralph A. M ickel, 0-4
Is Your Greek Getting Rusty? Chas. D. Isbell, Jn-12

J
Justifying
2, JI-2

Our

Denominational

Separateness (editorial),

Jn-

K
K ingly Way, The, Mrs. Frankie Roland, 0-33

L
Laymen's Sunday Fosters Christian Faith, Wm. A. Self, S-15
"L ik e a Tree P la n te d /' Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, A-15
Long Walk, The, Lauriston J. Du Bois, M -13
Love Overcomes Tardiness, Judy Cummins, M-33

P
Pastor and Music, The, Wm. W. Tromble, N-4
Pastor as an Adm inistrator, The, D. W. Hildie, A-12
Pastor's Responsibility to Youth Called to Christian Service,
The, James D. Hamilton, J-9
Pastors Must Relate Themselves to Their Sunday Schools,
Wallace A . Ely, N-15
Paul's Guideposts, D. I. Vanderpool, M - l
Performance Is the Proof, Richard Leffel, F-37
POEMS
Christmas Commandments, D-44
Evangelist's Lament, The, G. Franklin Allee, A-48
Lonely Evangelist, The, Earl W illiam s, 0-34
His Yoke, Eleanor L. Cunningham, S-44
Master, Where Shall I Work Today? Au-45
Measuring Men, J. Edward Ferguson, S-45
My Father Prays for Me, Jn-44
New Year's Promise, A, J-44
Prayer of the Aged, G. T e rrill, JI-45
Prayers in School, JI-43
Preach the Word, Eleanor L. Cunningham, D-12
Preacher's Wife, The, M -34
Secret Service, Gertrude R. Dugan, N-44
Stewardship of Time, F-45
Thanksgiving Prayer, N-45
Veil Is Rent, The, Chas. Wesley, M-3
We Are Your Church, Eleanor Cunningham, F-3
Who Are the Wise Men? B. Y. W illiam s, D-44
You've Got to Dig! My-44
Poor Rich Church, A, James F. Ballew, N-35
PRACTICAL POINTS TH AT M A K E A D IFFERENCE
An Apology That Made No Difference, J 1-15
He Could Have Made It B ib lical! 0-14
I
Worshipped This Morning, D-10
Is Reverence Too Much to Ask? N - l l
It Was the Positive Note That Won Them to Christ! S - l l
On Taking in Members, My-9
They Criticized Him, but Couldn't Touch Him! Au-8
You Got It off Your Chest, Jn-6
Pray, Preacher! Harold R. Crosser, M -6
Prayer for Pastors, A, Wilson R. Lanpher, J-5
Prayer for the Sanctuary, Maxine Clark, JI-16
P R E A C H E R 'S W IFE
Cummins, Judy, Love Overcomes Tardiness, M-33
Goodrich, Donna Clark, My Heritage, My-33
Johnson, Mrs. B. Edgar, "The Emancipation of Obedience,"
S-33; "L ik e a Tree Planted," A-15; " M y Grace, A llsufficie n t," N-33; "R e-creation"— ? JI-33; Room in My
Heart, D-33; You Are W hat You Read, Jn-33
Marvin, Lee, The Queen Makes a Sacrifice, F-33
McCullough, Geneva, My Quiet Time, Au-33
Roland, Mrs. Frankie, The Kingly Way, 0-33; "Thy Speech
Betrayeth Thee," Au-35
Sorenson, Jane B., Whoso Findeth a Wife, My-34
Preaching as a Sp iritual Reality, W. W. Brannon, D-5
Preaching Program, R. C. Kratzer, Au-12
Preparation for the M inistry, Eugene L. Stowe, J - l
Problem of Romans 7, The, Wm. Greathouse, A-33
Protecting Those Study Hours (editorial), 0-3
Psychological Argument Against Promiscuity, The, J. H.
Jauncey, Jn-7
Pu lp it Decorum, Raymond C. Kratzer, JI-12

Queen Makes a Sacrifice, The, Lee Marvin, F-33
QUEEN OF THE PARSO NAGE (See The Preacher's Wife.)
M
Make It a New Year! Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, J-33
Make Your Bible Reading Live, Gordon Chilvers, D-8
Mechanics of the M inistry, The, Raymond C. Kratzer (See
A dm inistration.)
M inister at Work and Play, The, E. E. Wordsworth, Jn-10
M inisterial Sad Sacks, Anon., 0-12
M inisters and Their Housing, Donald R. White, Au-15
M inistry In the New Testament, Ralph Earle, J-15
M inistry in the Old Testament, Harvey E. Finley, J-12
Missionary's Prayer, A, Anon., Jn-16
Music in the Church, R. C. Kratzer, N-7
"M y Grace, A ll-s u ffic ie n t," Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, N-33
My Heritage, Donna Clark Goodrich, My-33
My Quiet Time, Geneva McCullough, Au-33
Mystery of Personality, The, R. C. Kratzer, 0-10

0
One Man's Breakthrough, W. H. Wallace, S-4
Our Training Chapel, E. J . Gallup, S-43
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R
"R ecreation"— ? Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, JI-33
"Reverend M r. Mayor, The," Carlos H. Sparks, J 1-9
Responsibility, V. H. Lewis, Au-1
Revival Essentials: Prayer AND People, Hugh C. Benner,
My-1
Role of Wesley's Successors in the Modern World, The, Jack
Ford, J 1-4, Au-4
Room in My Heart, Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, D-33
Ruth, C. W., as I Knew Him, C. T. Corbett, Jn-9

Schurman, W. C., as I Knew Him, C. T. Corbett, 0-13
SERM ONIC STUDIES
Sermon of the Month
Ballew, James F., A Church in the House, JI-35; A Poor
Rich Church, N-35; Any Load, Anytime, Any Distance,
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Au-35; The Certainties of Easter, M -35; Facing Life's
Central Test, J-34; For Me to Live Is Christ, My-35
Leffel, Richard, Performance Is the Proof, F-37
M itchell, T. Crichton, The Kingdom That Is Here and
Coming, D-34
W ilcox, Vernon L., A Threefold Exhortation, Jn-35
W illiam s, Roger, What Is Your Life? F-39
T im e ly O utlines
Dodge, Kenneth L., Turning Defeat into Victory, Au-42
Kuykendall, Beecher, Does God Always Answer Prayer?
Au-40
McCumber, W. E., Covenant Cleansing, Au-43
M ille r, Alla n W., Entire Sanctification, Au-42
M itchell, T. Crichton, A Congregation of Prophets! 0-39;
A Gospel in a Hymn, My-42; A Lantern to Our Foot
steps, D-35; A Right Manly Faith, 0-38; Absolute
Salvation, F-40; Ambassador's Ambition, S-40; Change
— and the Changeless One, N-41; Corrective for Revival
Recipes, F-42; Divine Deliverance of Desperate People,
Jn-41; Even So . . . Now Yield, 0-40; Eyewitnesses
of His Majesty, M -40; Four of God's Secrets, S-40;
From Deep Discord to Holy Harmony, J-42 ; Full S a l
vation, A-38; Healing in His Wings, Jn-39; Here I
Stand! 0-3; His Grace Given, A-39; " In Fashion as
a M a n /' Jn-40; Incarnation and the Life of Holiness,
D-39; "Ju st What I W anted," D-39; Life on the Loom,
J-40; Luther's Word, 0-41; On Living up to Our Name,
F-43; On Not Going One's Own Sweet Way, 0-39; One
New Testament Stop, A-40; One Soul's Symphony, S-38;
Our Watchword and Battle Cry: "M a ra n a th a /' S-39;
Private and Public Enemy No. 1, N-39; Rhapsody in
G, My-40; Saints and Citizens, JI-41; Spread the Glad
ness, JI-31; Thanksgiving in Four Dimensions, N-42;
The Alien Citizen, JI-42; The Best of Books, D-36; The
Big Push, Jn-42; The Holy Helper, Jn-41; The Kernel
of Christmas, D-37; "They Offered Him G ifts / ' D-38;
Today— God Is Able! J-41; V ita l Verbs in the Life of
a Man of Action, M -42; What Can We Oldsters Do?
N-41; What Is Better than Life? N-42; W ill You D rift
or Drive? My-41
Steele, James W., Dig the Ditches, S-41
Wienecke, Melton, Baby-Day Message, A-41
Servicemen's Day, Thelma Eye, 0-43
Should Preachers Dabble in Stocks? (editorial), S-2
Significance of the M iracles of Jesus, The, Thomas L. Corey,
My-38
Some Random Thoughts on Christian Education (editorial),
A -2
Stewardship of Christian Social Concern, The (editorial), F-2
Stoking the Thanksgiving Offering (editorial), N-3
Strange but Needed Admonition, T. W. W illingham, A -6

Preachers’
WANTED—Set of 1954-55 missionary read
ing course books: India Reborn, Tracy, Sa
hib of India, Branch of M y Planting, Light
unto M y Path, Treasures of Darkness. W ill
ing to buy. Floyd Gardner, Rte. 1, Logan,
Ohio 43138.
W ANTED— 1928 Nazarene Manual to com 
plete set. B. G. Collins, 2918 Oates Dr., D al
las, Tex. 75228.
FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE: Seven books
from College Press (write for list); would
like a set of Clarke’s Com mentary. Joseph
E. Thomas, B ox 591, Selma, Calif. 93662.

CALENDAR

DIGEST

Threefold Exhortation, A, Vernon L. Wilcox, Jn-35
Time to Preach, A, Eugene Stowe, 0-1
T IM E LY O UTLINES (See Sermonic Studies.)
To the Ordination Class, M ilo L. Arnold, Jn-4
"Top Brass" Is Coming, The, D. W. Hildie, F-13
Twenty-five Fruitfu l Years (editorial), J-2

DECEMBER—

W

JANUARY—
3 Family Altar Sunday
Nazarene Family Week
31 Youth Week Begins

We Must Not Tame Down! M orris Chalfant, J 1-7
Wesleyan Message Today, The, Harvey J. S. Blaney, F-5
What Do We Do About Evolution? Franklin P. Butler, 0-15
When Should a Pastor Move? Orville Jenkins, N - l
Where and How to Involve Youth, Rich Brockman, Au-13
Whoso Findeth a Wife, Jane B. Sorenson, My-34
Why Can't We Be like Normal People? Mrs. Lee Marvin,
0-33
Why Music in the Church? (editorial) N-2
Witness with the W ritten Word, Wayne M. Warner, Au-15
World of John Wesley Jones, D.D., The, John W. May, M-9,
JI-10, N-13
Worship of the Sanctified, The, Frank G. Carver, J-36

Y

NWMS Memorial Certificates
NMBF Christmas Love Offering
6 Bible Society Offering
25 Christmas

FEBRUARYSTEWARDSHIP MONTH
NWMS Alabaster and Prayer
Chart
14
21
24

Seminary Library Offering
Brotherhood Week Begins
Ash Wednesday

You Are What You Read, Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, Jn-33
"You Do Understand?" J. Melton Thomas, Au-10
Youth's Final Court of Appeal (editorial), Au-3
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A M O N G OURSELVES

In September, Evangelist C. T. Corbett, of Bradley, 111.,
wrote:

“ Ten more meetings and I ’ll reach m y first 1,000 revival

campaigns.”

Congratulations!

and

Heaven’s blessing on his

second thousand . . . They probably wouldn’t want their teenagers
to see them, but a lot of pastors could be helped in personal wit
nessing by studying “ W .O .W .” . . . In M onday Morning recently,
Forrest V .

Fitzburg

(Presbyterian)

had an article with the

astounding title (not tongue in c h ee k ): “ Close the Front Door—
Open the Back D oor.”

He says:

“ I am convinced that one of

the reasons many . . . individuals couldn’t care less about formal
church membership is because wa are seen by these good people
to be an organization willing to sell our souls— our very identity
for quantity . . .” He deplores the fact that the only difference
between joining the church and other community organizations,
such as lodges and service clubs, is that getting into the church
is easier.

He insists that while pastoral care should be open to

all, “ discipleship and commitment,” on which church member
ship should be based, “ is not universal and never has been open
to all comers on any terms whatsoever.” In his own church he
has adopted a form of agreement with prospective new members.
They must promise to (1) worship regularly, (2) give seriously,
(3) serve liberally,

(4) submit to pastoral care willingly,

(5)

study conscientiously, (6) pray regularly, and (7) fight openly
and fairly.

He concludes:

“ Discipline is love, and . . .

a lack

of discipline indicates a lack of loving concern” . . . W e welcome
E TC . to the Nazarene periodical fold. It is well-edited and prom
ising (p. 21) . . . Pastors, O. Joe Olson has a Christmas gift for
you (p. 29) . . . And now, after you have read p. 17, allow Mrs.
Johnson and me to say:

“ From us too.”
Until next month,

qrp

Aft

a n d A n y T im e o f t h e Y e a r

GIFTS THAT DELIGHT!*
*

E G E R M E I E R ' S BI BL E S TO RY BOOK
By E ls ie E. E g e r m e ie r

A favorite. Three-hundred-twelve stories with many full-color pictures written to
develop the high standards of personal living in boys and girls. 576 pages. Cloth
board.
$ 5 .9 5
*

DELUXE E D IT IO N - 1 0 0

Gift-boxed.

extra pages of pictures and helps. Leatherette binding.
$7.50

Latest Stereo R eco rd in g s
TH IS LOVE IS M I N E
GARY MOORE, world-renowned bass-baritone, and the W estminster Sinfonia offer
over 30 m inutes of th rillin g music. Eleven selections include “He Is So Great,”
“Then I Met the Master,” “Holy Spirit, Be My Guide," “ His Love,” “When God Speaks,”
“I Speak the Name of Jesus.”
L 70040

$ 4 .9 8

LIFE
The dynamic n e w m usical by OTIS SKILLIN G S premiered at International Youth
Institute and by The Spurrlows. Today's young world “ get the m essage" listen in g to
“The Answer,” “Try It,” “You Can Experience,” “ It's a Th ing That Grows," and many
other numbers.
L 70080

p *

$ 4 .9 8

“ CLA SSI C G U I D E L I N E " PLAQUES
An eloquent wall hanging for home and office. Inscription in soft, luminous gold with
initial letter in white against a slate-tone background. Hand crafted, natural-grainw alnut-finished frame. 7 x 7". Gift-boxed.
M -2 7 1 3
“ Let us have f a ith . . ” — Lincoln
M -3 7 1 9
“Faith is the s u b sta n ce ...”
M -9 5 0 2
“ Lord, make us in stru m e n ts...”
Each, $ 3 .9 5
NA ZA R E N E E M B L E M P IE C E S
The o fficia l emblem of the Church of the Nazarene skillfu lly sculptured in relief in
an antique-silver finish provides a strikin g contrast on a black background. Emblem
Vi' diameter. Boxed.
G I-1 0 7 T ie T a c
G I-1 0 9 Tie Bar (1‘/a" long)
G I-1 1 0 Key Ring (5/a" emblem)
G I-11 1
Sweater Guard (% “ emblem)
P I-1 0 5
Pin (clutch-style)
P I-1 0 6
Pin (safety clasp)
Each. $ 1 .2 5

1=

HOLY HOLY LAND
Edited by CHARLES L. WALLIS. B ib lical scenes, prose and verse from the pen of nearly
500 fam ous writers, selected scripture capture unforgettably the m eaning and sp irit
of the Holy Land. Indexed. 224 pages. 8 V 4 x ll" s iz e with handsome black-gold board
binding.
$ 4 .9 5

Christmas will soon be here — order NOW

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Pncs slightly higher
Outside the continental
United i

llli

64141
Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104
IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario

POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

